
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY CROSS DAY:  
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 AT 9 A.M. 

 

The Church of the Redeemer:  
162 Bloor St. West, Toronto, ON M5S 1M4  

office@theredeemer.ca • Tel: (416) 922 4948• www.theredeemer.ca 
 



We invite you to join us and one another in worship. Since we cannot physically gather together in the space 
we all love so much, we gather together in different spaces, different homes, perhaps even different 

provinces: But we gather together still connected, and still in hope. Throughout this service you may follow 
along and pray and sing aloud, in the same ways you usually would. We hope this time together uplifts you 

and reminds us all that we can and will always come together in prayer. 
 

Welcome   Steven Mackison 
 

Prelude: We Are Not Alone – Pepper Choplin Virtual Choir 
 

 The Gathering of the Community Officiant: Steven Mackison 
 

 
 

Priest: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

 and the love of God,   

 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  

 be with you all.  
People: And also with you. 
 

Glory to God 
 

The Collect of the Day  
 

Priest: Almighty God, 

 whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 

 was lifted high upon the cross 

 that he might draw the whole world to himself, 

 may we who rejoice in the mystery of our redemption, 

 have grace to take up our cross and follow him, 

 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading Karen Visser  
 

Reader: A Reading from the Book of Numbers.  
 

The Israelites became impatient on the way.  The people spoke against God and against 

Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?  For there is  

no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.”  Then the LORD sent poisonous 

serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died.  The 

people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and 

against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.”  So Moses prayed for 

the people.  And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; 

and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.”  So Moses made a serpent of bronze, 



and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the 

serpent of bronze and live. 
 

 

Reader: The word of the Lord. Numbers 21.4b-9 

All: Thanks be to God. A moment of silence is observed 
 

Psalm 98: Song 95 – Refrain II (Gather)   
 

Refrain 

 
 

1. Sing to the Lord a new song, for God has done wondrous deeds; 

whose right hand has won the vict’ry for us, God’s holy arm. 
 

2. The Lord has made salvation known, and justice revealed to all, 

remembering kindness and faithfulness to Israel. 
 

3. All the ends of the earth have seen salvation by our God. 

Joyfully sing out all you lands, break forth in song. 
 

4. Sing to the Lord with harp and song, with trumpet and with horn. 

Sing in your joy before the king, the king, our Lord. 
 

Text: Psalm 98.1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; David Haas, Marty Haugen. Music: David Haas, Marty Haugen; refrain II adapt. by Diana Kodner © 1983, 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Second Reading  
 

Reader: A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians.  Dennis Duffy 
 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 

wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
 

Where is the one who is wise?  Where is the scribe?  Where is the debater of this age?  

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since, in the wisdom of God, the 

world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 



proclamation, to save those who believe.  For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 1 Corinthians 1.18-24 

All: Thanks be to God. A moment of silence is observed 
 

Sequence Hymn:  #417 (Gather) “O Lord, Your Cross”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel Steven Mackison 
 

Reader:  The Lord be with you.       

All:   And also with you. 
 

Reader:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All:   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 

Man.  And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 

the world might be saved through him. 
 

Text: Taizé Community, 1991. 

Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923-

1994 © 1991, Les Presses de 

Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., 

agent. 



Reader: The Gospel of Christ.  John 3.13-17 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Homily    Steven Mackison 
We pause for music and meditation. 

 

Meditation: The Cross - Prince       
 

Hymn: #694 (Gather) “Now We Remain”   
 

Refrain: 

 
Verses: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Corinthians, 1 John, 2 

Timothy; David Haas, b. 

1957.  Tune: David Haas, b. 

1957. © 1983, GIA 

Publications, Inc. 

 



The Prayers of the People                                                                 Marjorie Wrightson  
 

Leader: Let us pray to God, through our Saviour Jesus Christ, who suffered on the cross 

out of love for us. We pray for the Church, especially those that bear the name of 

the Holy Cross. We pray for Christ’s Body in all parts of the world. God, where 

your church is broken, persecuted, or suffering, heal and strengthen it, and may 

all Christians be willing to take up their cross and follow you. 

A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box. 

Leader: You stretched out your arms on the hard wood of the cross: 

All: That the whole world may come within your reach.  
 

Leader: We pray for the world, for whom God sent his only begotten son in sacrifice. 

Bless all who struggle and strive to do your will in this broken world. Nurture 

and sustain us as we seek ways to heal what we have hurt.   

A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box. 

Leader: You stretched out your arms on the hard wood of the cross: 

All: That the whole world may come within your reach.   
 

Leader: Look with mercy on those for whom Jesus came to die, especially those who are 

sick and suffering, lonely or lost, as we offer their names to you in prayer.  

A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box. 

Leader: Help us to remember when we suffer, that you suffer with us, O God, in the 

person of Jesus, and that casting all our fears upon him, we may find peace and 

wholeness.  

 You stretched out your arms on the hard wood of the cross: 

All: That the whole world may come within your reach. 
 

Leader: We pray for those who have died. Welcome into paradise all who have passed on 

to eternity to be in your presence.  

A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box. 

Leader: Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. And let light perpetual shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. May all share in the resurrection of 

Jesus in communion with all your saints  

 You stretched out your arms on the hard wood of the cross: 

All: That the whole world may come within your reach.  
 

 



Leader: Dear God, we thank you for transforming an instrument of death and despair into 

a symbol of hope and new life. We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you for all 

that you are. 

Please add your prayers of thanksgiving over in the chat box 

 Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, world without end. 

All: Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Priest:   As our Saviour taught us, let us pray.  
All:   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done,  

  on earth as in heaven.  

  Give us today our daily bread.  

  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

  now and for ever. Amen.  

 

The Doxology 
 

Priest: Glory to God,  

All: whose power working in us  

 can do infinitely more  

 than we can ask or imagine.  

 Glory to God from generation to generation,  

 in the Church and in Christ Jesus  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn: #707 (Gather) “Guide My Feet”  

 

 
Text: African-American spiritual. Tune: African-American spiritual; harm by Diana Kodner, b. 1957. © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
 

The Dismissal Steven Mackison 
  

Priest: Let us take up our crosses and go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia!  

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Ministry Updates Steven Mackison 
 

Our thanks go out to all who contribute financially to the Redeemer community. 

Our ability to continue to offer outreach support through the Common Table and maintain our rich and 

varied worship and program life is possible thanks to the generous donations of parishioners and friends 

of the community. If you would like to share in this on-going work, please click on the “Online Donation” 

link below, where you will be redirected to the gifts section of our Website. Thank you for your generosity.  
 

Online Donation 
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