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Welcome to our service called Bach Vespers,  
a contemporary Anglican worship for the evening  

which includes a cantata and rich hymns of the Lutheran church. 
 

Program Notes 
 
Dietrich Buxtehude’s cantatas entitled Membra Jesu nostri patientis sanctissima (The Most Holy Limbs of 
Our Suffering Jesus) contemplate seven parts of Christ’s crucified body – his pierced feet, bent knees, 
bleeding hands, wounded side, revered breast, loving heart, and thorn-crowned face. Combining vivid texts 
with intensely expressive music, they were, according to their title page in Buxtehude’s own hand, a 
personal act of piety and a gift to a “most honored friend” Gustav Düben, cantor at the German Church in 
Stockholm and capellmeister of the Swedish court. At the heart of each of the seven cantatas is an aria 
setting three strophes of a Medieval mystical rhymed prayer known as Oratio rhythmica, famous in part 
because of its mistaken attribution to Bernard of Clairvaux, a hero of pious devotion. Buxtehude frames 
each central aria with a sacred concerto for voices and instruments setting a biblical text chosen to 
compliment the poetry and sets the tone for each cantata with an opening instrumental sonata. The result is 
an hourglass-like cantata form that moves from collective scripture reading by the concerto’s large 
ensemble, to personal reflection in the solo aria, and concludes with communal affirmation by repeating 
the concerto. 

                       ~Notes by Christina Hutten and Jonathan Freeman-Attwood 
 

A Special Thank You To Our Musicians This Evening: 
 
Church of the Redeemer Choir  
Tamara Mitchell, Soprano 
Mariea Extavour, Soprano 
Catharin Carew, Mezzo 
John Cowling, Counter-Tenor 
Mark Rainey, Tenor 
Michael Broder, Baritone  
Jill Daley, Violin 
Dan Norman, Keyboard 
 



Prelude in B minor (BWV 544) 
 

Introductory Responses  
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn: “When They Heard That Jesus Was Coming” 
 

Cantor:   1. When they heard that Jesus was coming... 
     2. Spread their cloaks and branches before him... 
     3. Guiding cloud and pillar of fire... 
     4. Word of God, and first-born of people... 
     5. Rising Sun, the light of the world... 
     6. Friend in death, who wake us to new life... 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Cantor:   1. All the people went out to meet him... 
     2. Children sang with palm branches waving... 
     3. Satan's foe and friend of the sinner... 
     4. Promise kept, the crown of creation... 
     5. Word of life, who give us your Spirit... 
     6. Friend in life, we sing glad Hosannas... 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First Reading: Jean Bubba 
 

“You Want It Darker” (Leonard Cohen) 
 

If you are the dealer, I'm out of the game 
If you are the healer, it means I'm broken and lame 
If thine is the glory then mine must be the shame 
You want it darker 
We kill the flame  
 

Magnified, sanctified, be thy holy name 
Vilified, crucified, in the human frame 



A million candles burning for the help that never came 
You want it darker  
 

Hineni, hineni 
I'm ready, my lord 
 

There's a lover in the story 
But the story's still the same 
There's a lullaby for suffering 
And a paradox to blame 
But it's written in the scriptures 
And it's not some idle claim 
You want it darker 
We kill the flame  
 

They're lining up the prisoners 
And the guards are taking aim 
I struggled with some demons 
They were middle class and tame 
I didn't know I had permission to murder and to maim 
You want it darker 
 

Hineni, hineni 
I'm ready, my lord 
 

Magnified, sanctified, be thy holy name 
Vilified, crucified, in the human frame 
A million candles burning for the love that never came 
You want it darker 
We kill the flame 
 

If you are the dealer, let me out of the game 
If you are the healer, I'm broken and lame 
If thine is the glory, mine must be the shame 
You want it darker 
 

Hineni, hineni 
I'm ready, my lord 
 

 
 



Song: Bist du bei mir (BWV 508) - J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 

Bist du bei mir, geh ich mit Freuden 
Zum Sterben und zu meiner Ruh. 
Ach, wie vergnügt wär so mein Ende, 
Es drückten deine schönen Hände 
Mir die getreuen Augen zu. 

 

Be thou with me and I’ll go gladly 
To death and on to my repose. 
Ah, how my end would bring contentment, 
If, pressing with thy hands so lovely, 
Thou wouldst my faithful eyes then close. 

             ~Anonymous (from the Anna Magdalena Notebook) 
  
Second Reading: Susan Graham Walker                                    
 

Reader:  A Reading from the Gospel according to John. 
 

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come 
and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of 
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?” 
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 
him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.” Jesus said to 
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they 
took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, “Father, I thank you for having 
heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried 
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound 
with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and 
let him go.” 
 

Reader:  The word of the Lord.                                                                        John 11.32-44 
All:          Thanks be to God. 
 
Homily:  Steven Mackison 



Membra Jesu Nostri (BuxWV 75):  
Cantata IV. Ad Latus (to the Side) - Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 
 

Coro 
Surge, amica mea, speciosa mea, et veni, columba mea,  
in foraminibus petræ, in caverna maceriæ. 
Arise, my beloved, my fair one, and come, my turtledove,  
into the cleft of the rock, the refuge of the scarped cave. 

 
Aria – S1 
Salve latus Salvatoris,  
in quo latet mel dulcoris,  
in quo patet vis amoris,  
ex quo scatet fons cruoris,  
qui corda lavat sordida.   
Hail, saviour’s side Of honey sweetly full,  
Full of the strength of love,  
From which a bloody spring doth flow  
To wash the stained heart. 

 
Trio 
Ecce tibi appropinquo,  
parce, Jesu, si delinquo,  
verecunda quidem fronte,  
ad te tamen veni sponte  
scutari tua vulnera.   
Behold I come to thee,  
Save me Jesu, if I fall,  
Shame upon my brow:  
Yet unbidden do I come  
To study thy wounds.   

 
Aria – S2 
Hora mortis meus flatus  
intret Jesu, tuum latus,  
hinc expirans in te vadat,  
ne hunc leo trux invadat,  
sed apud te permaneat.   
 
 
 



At the hour of my death, may my breath  
Jesu, enter thy side,  
So that, expiring, in thee it stay,  
Lest the raging lion carry the day.  
But I will stay with thee.   

 
Coro (Reprise) 
Surge, amica mea, speciosa mea, et veni, columba mea,  
in foraminibus petræ, in caverna maceriæ. 
Arise, my beloved, my fair one, and come, my turtledove,  
into the cleft of the rock, the refuge of the scarped cave. 

 
Hymn: “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, 
alt. Music: Johann Cruger, 1598-1662; arr. hymnal version. Arr 2006 
Augsburg Fortress. 



The Prayers of the People: Andrew Scorer 
 

Leader:  Let us pray to the Father, 
  who loved the world so much  
  that he sent his only Son 
  to give us life. 

 

  Holy God, 
  Simon from Cyrene was forced to carry the cross for your Son. 
  Give us grace to lift heavy loads from those we meet 
  and to stand with those condemned to die. 
A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box 

Leader:  Lord, hear us. 
All:        Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Leader:  Your Son watched the soldiers gamble to share his clothes. 
  Transform the hearts of those who make a profit from their victims, 
  and those whose hearts are hardened by their work. 
A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box 

Leader:  Lord, hear us. 
All:        Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Leader:  The thief, who was crucified with Jesus, 
  was promised a place in your kingdom. 
  Give pardon and hope, healing and peace 
  to all who look death in the face. 
A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box 

Leader:  Lord, hear us. 
All:        Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Leader:  From the cross Jesus entrusted Mary his mother 
  and John his disciple to each other’s care. 
  Help us also to care for one another 
  and fill our homes with the spirit of your love. 
A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box 

Leader:  Lord, hear us. 
All:        Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
 



Leader:  In Mary and John your Son created a new family at the cross. 
  Fill our relationships, 
  and those of new families today, 
  with mutual care and responsibility, 
  and give us a secure hope for the future. 
A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box 

Leader:  Lord, hear us. 
All:        Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Leader:  The centurion was astonished  
   to see your glory in the crucified Messiah. 
   Open the eyes of those who do not know you 
   to see in your Son the meaning of life and death. 
A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box 

Leader:  Lord, hear us. 
All:        Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Leader:  Joseph of Arimathaea came to take your Son’s body away. 
  Give hope and faith to the dying and bereaved, 
  and gentleness to those who minister to them. 
A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box 

Leader:  Lord, hear us. 
All:        Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Leader:  Simon and Joseph, Mary and John 
  became part of your Church in Jerusalem. 
  Bring into your Church today a varied company of people, 
  to walk with Christ in the way of his passion 
  and to find their salvation in the victory of his cross. 

 

Leader:  Lord of the Church, 
All:        hear our prayer, 

  and make us one in heart and mind 
  to serve you in Christ our Lord. 
  Amen. 

 
 
 
 



Text: James Montgomery (1771-1854), alt. Music: Johann Sebastian 
Bach (1685-1750).  

The Lord’s Prayer: Steven Mackison 
 

Priest:   Loving God,  
All:       within and around us, we revere you.  

     We seek to live life as you would want us to do;  
     with love and respect  
     for all people and all things in the universe.  
     May we find each day sufficient for our needs,  
     and find forgiveness when we do wrong,  
     just as we forgive those who do wrong to us.  
     In times of trouble, may we centre our lives in you.  
     For your being is love,  
     which comes with strength and with beauty,  

                throughout eternity. Amen 
   Margaret Rolfe 

Hymn: #190 (Common Praise) “Go to Dark Gethsemane (Nicht So Traurig)” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

There is no dismissal during Holy Week 
 
 



Holy Week at Redeemer 
 

March 28 – 6 PM– Bach Vespers 
March 29 – 6 PM – Monday in Holy Week 
March 30 –6 PM – Tuesday in Holy Week 
March 31 – 6 PM – A Service of Darkness 

April 1 – 7 PM – Maundy Thursday 
April 2 – 9:30 AM – Good Friday for All Ages 

April 2 – 12 PM – Good Friday 
April 3 – 9 PM – The Great Vigil 

April 4 – 10:30 AM – Easter Sunday 
 
Our thanks go out to all who contribute financially to the Redeemer community. Our ability to continue to 
offer outreach support through the Common Table and maintain our rich and varied worship and program 
life is possible thanks to the generous donations of parishioners and friends of the community.  For health 
and safety reasons, we would appreciate your donations via the “Online Donation” link below, where you 

will be redirected to the gifts section of our Website.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Online Donation 
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All Liturgical Texts excerpted from the Book of Alternative Services © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved.  
Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. 

The Prayers of the people are written by John Sutton. 
 The cover image is graciously provided by Fr. Lawrence Lew, OP. 

All music, not in the public domain, is reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-707061.  
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