Daily Prayer
Saint Mary Magdalene
Wednesday, July 21, 2021

We enter into a time of quiet. We offer to God our selves and in the silence know that God
embraces us as God’s very own. We offer our hopes and onr concerns through our prayers and in the
silence listen for God. Today we hold in our prayers the ordinary moments in life—=the trials and the
Jjoys—and remember Mary Magdalene (July 22—transferred).

We begin by saying
If any serve me, the Father will honour them.

John 12.26

The First Reading

For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced
that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died
for all, so that those who live might live no longer for
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human
point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a
human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has
given us the ministry of reconciliation;

2 Corinthians 5.14-18



The Psalm

As the deer longs for the water brooks, *
so longs my soul for you, O God.

My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; *
when shall | come to appear before the presence of Gode

My tears have been my food day and night, *
while all day long they say to me,
“Where now is your God?2"

| pour out my soul when | think on these things: *
how | went with the multiftude and led them into the
house of God,

With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, *
among those who keep holy-day.

Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? *
and why are you so disquieted within me?

Put your frust in God; *
for | will yet give thanks to him,
who is the help of my countenance, and my God.

Psalm 42.1-7

The Gospel Reading

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them,
‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know
where they have laid him.’" Then Peter and the other disciple set out
and went towards the tomb.



But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent
over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting
where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the
other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weepinge’
She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and | do not
know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned
round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it
was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping<¢ For
whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she
said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you
have laid him, and | will fake him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means
Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because | have
not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to
them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God
and your God.” ' Mary Magdalene went and announced to the
disciples, ‘| have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said
these things to her.

John 20.1-3, 11-18

We continne with the reflection that follows. In silence, we ask what the reading has to say to us
today. s there something in the reflection that draws us more deeply into the reading? What does
God have to say to us? What do we have to ask God?

The Reflection From For All the Saints

Mary was called the Magdalene because she was a woman of
Mag'dala, a village in Galilee. In the Gospels it is said that Jesus
cast seven demons out of her and that she was one of a group
of women who followed him and used their wealth to provide
for the rest of his companions.



Mary accompanied Jesus to Jerusalem, and three of the
evangelists— Matthew, Mark, and John — give her first place
among the women disciples who stood nearby while their Lord was
crucified. All the Gospel accounts agree that, on the morning of
the third day, she went to his tomb in order to anoint his corpse—
and was astonished to find the tomb empty, except for mysterious
strangers who told her that Christ was risen. According to John, it
was just then that Mary became the first to behold

and speak with the risen Lord himself; John also reports that

Jesus appointed her to proclaim the news of his resurrection to
the apostles. For this reason Mary Magdalene is regarded as

their equal by the Eastern Church, for she was the apostle to the
apostles.

When the time is right, we conclude our time of silence with the canticle

The Canticle ~ The Benedictus

After the Sabbath, towards the dawn of the first day of the
week, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb.

Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, ¢
who has come to his people and set them free.

He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, ¢
born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets God promised of old
to save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all that hate us,

To show mercy to our ancestors, 4
and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: ¢
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,



Free to worship him without fear, ¢
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most
High, ¢
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

To give his people knowledge of salvation ¢
by the forgiveness of all their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God ¢
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of
death, ¢
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

After the Sabbath, towards the dawn of the first day of the
week,
Mary Magdalene went to the tomb.

Luke 1.68-79

We continne in prayer for those people and situations that we hold up before God (The Intercessions)
and continue with the concluding collect, the Lords prayer and the closing sentences.

The Intercessions

Let us give thanks to God,

the God of all peoples of the earth.

For the colour and forms of your creation
and our place within it,



we bring our thanks, good Lord:
your mercy endures for ever.

For our daily food,

and for those whose work and skill
bring your good gifts to us,

we bring our thanks, good Lord:
your mercy endures for ever.

For the gifts and graces inspired in human minds and hearts;
for insight and imagination,

for the skills of research

which bring healing and fulfiiment to the lives of many;

we bring our thanks, good Lord:

your mercy endures for ever.

For the light and shades of the changing seasons,
and their variety and dependability;

for new life and growth out of barrenness and decay;
we bring our thanks, good Lord:

your mercy endures for ever.

For new hope and strength in our communities,

especially in your Church and among all you call to serve you,
we bring our thanks, good Lord;

your mercy endures for ever.

For all in whose lives we see

goodness, kindness, gentleness, patience and humility,
and all the fruit of the Spirit,

we bring our thanks, good Lord:

your mercy endures for ever.

For the life we have been given,
and for all those whom you have given us to share it,



we bring our thanks, good Lord:
your mercy endures for ever.

Our prayers conclude

God of love,

whose servant Mary Magdalen

came to know the risen Christ when he called her by name,
open our eyes to his risen presence with us day by day,
that we may find in him

our true identity and our fullest life,

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

[let us pray as our Saviour tanght us,]

Our Fatherin heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen

We conclude

May God grant to the world justice, truth and peace.
Amen.
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