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WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER!
We are in the heart of downtown Toronto, and we gather to celebrate on the traditional lands of the
Wendat, Haudenosaunee, and Anishinaabe Nations, including the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation.
Our beautiful building connects us to the rich heritage of our city while also drawing us deeper into the
roots of our Anglican tradition. Just as the streetscape around us has evolved over the years, our members
have changed to reflect the growing, vibrant and progressive Christian community found at the Redeemer
today. We come from a variety of faith traditions (and sometimes no faith tradition at all), and we like it
that way. We are students, workers, retired, homeless, not limited by sexual orientation, gender identity or
personal history. We are at the very beginning of our life with Jesus, and we are deeply steeped in a life
complicated by faith. We open our doors to worship God and to learn about Jesus, and how all of this
might just transform our lives.
If you would like to stay up to date with our news and events, please feel free to subscribe to our
eNewsletter by going to theredeemer.ca/newsletters.
theredeemer.ca
facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO

twitter.com/TheRedeemerTO
instagram.com/TheRedeemerTO

OFFERTORY — If you would like to make a monetary donation to support the ministry of Church of the
Redeemer, we invite you to visit theredeemer.ca/donate via the QR code above.
Thank you for joining us today.

Welcome
Land Acknowledgement

Moderator
Steven Mackison

Hymn: #572 (Common Praise) “Let There Be Light”

Redeemer Music Team

Text: Frances Wheeler Davis (1936- ) ©. Music: Robert J.B. Fleming (1921-1976). © 1976 Margaret Fleming.

 The Gathering of the Community
The Greeting

Steven Mackison

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
People: And also with you.
Priest:

The Collect of the Day
Priest:

God of the dirtied hands, the wandering feet:
you seek out the lost before they ever turn to you.
Take us with you into the abandoned places
to find a new community outside our fortress walls;
through Jesus Christ, the Searching One. Amen.

Steven Mackison

 The Proclamation of the Word
First Reading

Catherine Emerson

Reader: A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah.
At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem: A hot wind comes from me out
of the bare heights in the desert toward my poor people, not to winnow or cleanse — a
wind too strong for that. Now it is I who speak in judgment against them. “For my people
are foolish, they do not know me; they are stupid children, they have no understanding.
They are skilled in doing evil, but do not know how to do good.” I looked on the earth, and
lo, it was waste and void; and to the heavens, and they had no light. I looked on the
mountains, and lo, they were quaking, and all the hills moved to and fro. I looked, and lo,
there was no one at all, and all the birds of the air had fled. I looked, and lo, the fruitful
land was a desert, and all its cities were laid in ruins before the Lord, before his fierce
anger. For thus says the Lord: The whole land shall be a desolation; yet I will not make a
full end. Because of this the earth shall mourn, and the heavens above grow black; for I
have spoken, I have purposed; I have not relented nor will I turn back.
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.
All:
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 14 (George Black)

A moment of silence is observed
Redeemer Music Team

Refrain:

   





Jeremiah 4.11-12, 22-28

  

Our God looks down from heaven up-on us all.
Fools have said in their hearts, "There is no God."
All are corrupt and commit abominable acts;
there is none who does any good.
God looks down from heaven upon us all,
to see if there is any who is wise,
if there is one who seeks after God. Refrain

   





  

Our God looks down from heaven up-on us all.
Every one has proved faithless;
all alike have turned bad;
there is none who does good; no, not one.
Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers
who eat up my people like bread
and do not call upön God? Refrain
See how they tremble with fear,
because God is in the company of the righteous.
Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted,
but God is their refuge.
Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of Zion!
when God restores the fortunes of the people,
Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad. Refrain
Second Reading

Catherine Emerson

Reader: A Reading from the First Letter to Timothy.
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me
faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in
unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners — of whom I am the foremost. But for that very reason I
received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost
patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal
life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.
All:
Thanks be to God.

1Timothy 1.12-17

A moment of silence is observed

Hymn: #407 (Common Praise) “Many and Great, O God, …”

Redeemer Music Team

Text: Dakota hymn. English text: Joseph R. Renville (1779-1846); para. Philip F. Frazier (1892-1964), alt.
Oji-cree text: Stan McKay (1941- ) ©. Para. © South Dakota Conference, United Church of Christ. Music:
Melody Dakota hymn; adapt. Joseph R. Renville (1779-1846); perc. arr. Brian Barlow (1952- ) ©.

The Gospel

Steven Mackison

Reader: The Lord be with you.
All:
And also with you.
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
All:
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and
eats with them.” So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep
and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the
one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and
rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying to
them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who need no repentance. Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one

of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?
When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbours, saying, ‘Rejoice with
me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence
of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
Reader: The Gospel of Christ.
All:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Homily

We pause for music and meditation

Meditation: “Agnus Dei” (Missa Brevis #4, Healey Willan)

The Prayers of the People

Luke 15.1-10
Steven Mackison

Redeemer Music Team
Abigail Young

Leader: Let us pray to God who loves us, holding the mixture of our experiences,
feelings, and lives. In the pauses, please add your own prayers silently or aloud.
We will respond to the words, “God of love” with the words,
All:
“Hear our prayer”.
Leader: Let us pray for the Church. As we explore new patterns of worship, as we return
to programs, as we continue our ministry, we hold the excitement and the
anxiety, the joys and the sorrows, the hopes and the griefs.
A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box

All:

Draw us together as your body, and help us bear faithful witness to you,
God of love,
Hear our prayer.

Leader: Let us pray for students and teachers, and all who return to the classroom this
fall. At the start of the new school year, we hold the joys and the worries, the
excitement and the anxiety.
A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box

All:

Give them inquiring minds, the gift of wonder, and a sense of your presence in
all their learning and their playing.
God of love,
Hear our prayer.

Leader: Let us pray for workers and retirees, for those in a change and those continuing
in their work. We hold the ways their work satisfies and is a struggle, for those
without work and those looking for work.
A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box

All:

May they find joy and challenge, opportunity, and ways to live into their
vocations.
God of love,
Hear our prayer.

Leader: Let us pray for the world, for those who have been harmed by violence, and for
those who live in peace; for those currently experiencing violence, and those
who bear its weight many years later.
A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box

All:

Bring your Kingdom’s healing, peace, and compassion for all.
God of love,
Hear our prayer.

Leader: Let us pray for those in any kind of need, in sickness or in health, in wealth or in
poverty, in body, mind or spirit.
A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box

All:

Comfort those in need, support those who support others.
God of love,
Hear our prayer.

Leader: Let us pray for those who have died, and those who grieve them. Both recently
and those lives who continue to touch ours to this day.
A long pause is observed. Please give voice to your prayers or add them over in the chat box

All:

Draw them into the warmth of your presence with all the saints.
God of love,
Hear our prayer.

Leader: Loving God, we are grateful for the ways you sustain us. Be with us as we
journey forward, form us to be your people. We ask all these things, in Jesus
Christ our Redeemer,
All:
Amen.

The Peace

Steven Mackison

Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
Hymn: #703 (Gather) “Song of St. Patrick”

Redeemer Music Team

Refrain:

Text: Based on St. Patrick’s Breastplate; Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 © 1986, GIA Publications, Inc.

The Lord’s Prayer
Priest:
All:

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Giving and Receiving of Communion
Priest:

Steven Mackison

Steven Mackison

Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be,
to receive Christ, in communion with the saints,
and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present with us now.

For those of us participating at home, it is a strange experience to be invited to Communion
– not through the physical bread and wine we can touch and taste –
but a Spiritual Communion with the God who comes to meet us wherever we are.
There are no special words or prayers for this, all the Church has ever thought necessary is genuine true
desire, lively faith, and genuine love. Come honestly before God the way you know how.
You may wish to pray quietly this prayer to help you:

One:

Lord, you stand at the door of my heart and knock.
You wait for me and only I can let you in.
I believe and trust in you and ask you now to fill me with your presence.
Feed me with your body and unite me in your blood,
that I may be your blessing to a world in need. Amen.

The Doxology
Priest:
All:

Glory to God,
whose power working in us
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus
for ever and ever. Amen.

Steven Mackison

Blessing of Backpacks
Priest:

Steven Mackison

God of fresh starts and new beginnings,
We bring ourselves, our big feelings, and our bags to you.
As we enter a new school year, we bring our hopes and our fears,
our dreams and our uncertainties to you.
In these bags we carry what we need for the coming days,
Lunches, pens, pencils, notebooks, and more,
And we carry in us, the questions, the feelings, and our expectations
that swirl in times of change.
In the face of this new season, prepare the way,
meet us in strangers and in friends,
Teach us to trust more deeply in you
And shape us into the people you call us to become.
And may the God who journeys with us along the way,
Bless these bags, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Blessing and Celebration of New Ministry: Welcoming the Rev’d Margaret Rodrigues
Announcements
Hymn: #707 (Gather) “Guide My Feet”

Steven Mackison
Redeemer Music Team

Text: African-American spiritual. Tune: African-American spiritual; harm by Diana Kodner, b. 1957. © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc.

The Dismissal
Priest:
People:

Steven Mackison

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Our thanks go out to all who contribute financially to the Redeemer community. Our ability to continue to
offer outreach support through the Common Table and maintain our rich and varied worship and program
life is possible thanks to the generous donations of parishioners and friends of the community. For health
and safety reasons, we would appreciate your donations via the “Online Donation” link below, where you
will be redirected to the gifts section of our Website. Thank you for your generosity.
Online Donation
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All Liturgical Texts excerpted from the Book of Alternative Services © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved.
Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.
Further copying is prohibited. The cover image “The Loving Shepherd” is courtesy of www.stainedglassinc.com.
The Prayers of the people were written by Andrew Kuhl.
All music, not in the public domain, is reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-707061.

Ministry Updates

Worship and Spirituality
During the Week
Mid-day Prayer
Members of our community gather for mid-day prayer Monday through Saturday on Zoom at 12:15 PM. For about
20 minutes we pause to hear scripture read and to pray for what’s on our hearts and for the cares and concerns of the
world. The Zoom link and list of readings are sent out each week through eNews. The order of service is on our
website (theredeemer.ca).

Tuesday Meditation
Tuesday Meditation with Lilian Junkin gathers for 30 minutes in the chancel at 12:15 PM for a peaceful mid-week
reflection. Looking ahead, this group will take a two-week break on September 20 and 27, returning October 4. If
you have any other questions, please contact Lilian (lilian.n.junkin@gmail.com).

Prayer on Wednesday
Each Wednesday morning, a simple order for daily prayer is added to the parish website with a link shared on the
Facebook page. This is an invitation to set aside time during the day to read scripture, to reflect and to offer prayers.
The order of service for this coming Wednesday will be posted on the website (theredeemer.ca).

Garden Eucharists this Autumn
Our Garden Eucharists at the home of Karen and Michael Visser will continue throughout the autumn, weather
permitting. Please join us on these Saturday afternoons:
Saturday September 24 at 4:00 p.m.
Saturday October 22, at 1:00 p.m.
Saturday November 26, at 1:00 p.m.
Saturday December 31, at 1:00 p.m.

More information will be forthcoming as the Garden Eucharist Saturday approaches, but we wanted you to mark your
calendars now. If you have any questions, please be in touch with Susan Haig (shaig@theredeemer.ca) or Andrew
Kuhl (akuhl@theredeemer.ca).

On Sunday
Floral Dedications
Floral dedications provide a wonderful way to express our personal thanksgiving and remembrances. If you would
like to provide chancel flowers, please email the necessary information to the church office (office@theredeemer.ca).
Prices range from $150 for chancel flowers if there is only one dedication on a Sunday, or $75 if there are multiple
dedications.

Intercessions
In the prayers of the people each Sunday, space is left for members of the community to add a name or concern. If
you have people or situations that you would like included but are not comfortable giving voice to them, there is a
prayer request form on the website (theredeemer.ca). These will be offered silently by one of the priests during the
appropriate petition of the intercessions.

Be Still
Continued uncertainty surrounding the pandemic and the spectre of war unabated in the world has added to the
frenzied and hectic rhythm of our daily lives. It is time to Be Still.
From 5 to 8 PM on Sunday evenings the doors of the church will be open to offer those who enter an opportunity to
be still, to pray, and to give over their cares to God during this time of spiritual rest and refreshment.

Sunday Worship Leadership - Online
There are plenty of ways you can support our Zoom worship service with your gift of time.
Zoom Moderators - you enjoy the technical aspects of how we gather online for worship and help by opening our
virtual doors and supporting the musicians, clergy and lay worship leaders. You have grace under pressure to manage
when technology throws a curve at you.
Greeters - you welcome the community as we arrive before the start of the service and engage with those who linger
afterwards for fellowship.
Readers and Intercessors - help to tell the stories of faith by reading scripture or call the community to prayer
by leading the prayers of the people.
Please contact Susan Graham Walker (sgwalker@theredeemer.ca), Part-time Interim Administrator to volunteer or for
more information.

EarthSong
Save the date – Sunday, October 2 at 7 PM. This service will launch our 2022 Season of Creation and will be both
in the church and on Zoom. Details to follow.

In the Community
Zoom Coffee and Conversation
After the services, the connection on Zoom will be kept open for a post-service coffee time. We will pause for about
five minutes to allow time to grab a cup of coffee, tea or a cool beverage and return for a time of conversation.

Coffee Time at the Church
All who attend worship services in the church building are invited to linger for a time of conversation and coffee in
the narthex – the space at the back of the church – immediately following the service.

Hymn Book Giveaway
We have a surplus of Gather and Common Praise hymn books and invite members of the community to take a copy of
either (or both) home. They will be available through September at the back of the church or can be held by emailing
Susan Graham Walker (sgwalker@theredeemer.ca). Donations are always welcome.

Open Doors During the Week
As we begin to establish some new and renewed patterns, one piece of our common life we would like to rekindle is
having our church building open during the weekday. We have an opportunity to be a place of prayer, stillness, or
curiosity about what the church looks like for the neighbour, the sojourner, or the seeker who passes by our open
doors. Having members of the community available to offer a word of welcome is an important part of our presence.
If you have a couple of hours available during daytime hours and are interested in learning more about how you can
be part of this, please contact Part-time Interim Administrator, Susan Graham Walker (sgwalker@theredeemer.ca).

Marginalia
Marginalia – church school for grown-ups and the place where we at Redeemer meet to learn, ponder, and debate the
puzzles of the Bible and the Mysteries of Faith – returns!
Sunday morning at 9:30 AM in the church:
September 11 and 18: Six Rules for Reading the Bible (Registration open on www.theredeemer.ca)
October 9 and 23: The Theology of Food: Wisdom From Leviticus
November 27 and December 11: Kingdom Come: Praying the Future with Jesus
Contact Nate Wall (nwall@theredeemer.ca) for more information.

Start Here
Wednesday evenings at 7 PM a new series where we discover how Christianity is a house accessible by more than
one door.
September 14, 21 and 28 (Registration open on the website – www.theredeemer.ca)
Beliefs:
Word│Water│Table
October 12, 19 and 26
Practices:
Fast│Pray│Love
November 9, 16 and 23
Problems: Bible│Scandals│Narrowness

Temporary Housing Needed for a Refugee Family
There is hopeful news that the family Redeemer is sponsoring may arrive as soon as three months from
now! At this time, the Refugee Committee is looking for temporary housing (up to six weeks) for a
family of eight—two parents and six boys, the youngest a baby. As you know, housing is so expensive in
Toronto. If you own or know of an empty house or apartment or condo that could be used to house this

family for a few weeks, this would be extremely helpful. If you have an idea for housing, please contact
Alison Colvin (acolvin@sympatico.ca) or Henry Krol (henrykrol@yahoo.com).
The Redeemer Refugee Committee
We are always looking for new members. We help to orient newcomers by greeting them at the airport,
finding language training for adults, registering children in school, furnishing housing, and much more. If
you would like to be part of our wonderful committee, please contact Henry Krol (henrykrol@yahoo.com)
or Alison Colvin (acolvin@sympatico.ca).
Children, Youth and Families
As we come to the end of the summer, our volunteers are beginning to get ready for the fall for our
Children, Youth, and Families Ministries! We have resources available in church for children and all
families are invited to participate in worship together.
Our regular Church School and Youth Group gatherings will return today as we celebrate the new
beginnings of the school year with a blessing of Backpacks! (Bring your bags to church!) Children and
youth programs start at 9:30 AM and families are encouraged to join the 10:30 service. If you have
children or youth who are school aged, feel free to contact Andrew Kuhl to get on our contact list!
Over the summer, Pyjama Prayers (on Zoom) has been taking a break while we dream and plan for new
forms of family ministry in the fall. Ideas have been percolating so keep your eyes open for an email for
some feedback in the coming week! If you are a family with young children interested in programming,
please contact Andrew Kuhl (akuhl@theredeemer.ca).
Blessing the Backpacks
Bring your backpack, bookbag or tote to church today for our annual blessing of the backpacks. All ages
are welcome to bring a bag to participate, if you are starting new work or newly into retirement, if you are
returning to the office or to school. Bring your bag on Zoom or in person to be blessed!
Blessing the Pilgrims
On Sunday, September 18 we will offer a blessing to our Pilgrims. They will be heading off to Spain and
walking the Camino starting later that week, and we will send them off with our prayers.
An Invitation from the Spanish Pilgrims
Most of the pilgrims will be departing for Spain on Monday September 19. As we prepare and as we walk the
Camino, we ask for your prayers and support. We would also like to invite you to share your burdens and cares, or
hopes and dreams with us, to let us carry them with our own to the tomb of St. James in Santiago.
You can do this in two ways: first by emailing Susan Haig (shaig@theredeemer.ca) and letting her know what it is
you would like the pilgrims to carry or to pray about. The other option is to write them on a small piece of paper,
enclose it in a small envelope, and place it into the blue Camino knapsack that will be at the front of the church on the
lectern at the 10:30 Sunday service on the 11th and 18th of September. Be assured that your message will be
confidential.
Pilgrims walk for themselves and they walk for others. Let us do that for you!

How Are You Doing?
Our clergy are available to meet with you to talk and for prayer as is helpful to you. You can contact them through
the church office (416-922-4948) or by email (Steven Mackison – smackison@theredeemer.ca, Susan Haig –
shaig@theredeemer.ca, Andrew Kuhl akuhl@theredeemer.ca).

Pastoral Care Calls
Volunteers from the pastoral care team continue to call members of the Redeemer community to check in with them.
Please contact Tony Crosbie (tony.crosbie@sympatico.ca) if you know someone who would benefit from a call from
one of the pastoral care team.

Bulletin Announcements
If you have an announcement you would like included in an upcoming bulletin, please send it to Marjorie Wrightson
(mwrightson@theredeemer.ca) by Tuesday at 5 PM. Thank you.

Support Us
Last year was one where hopes for a return to life as it once was, seemed within reach and still not yet. Through it all,
we have worshiped, learned, served and celebrated together. In the midst of on-going uncertainty, there is still much
to be grateful for. If you have not already done so this year, please consider reviewing your financial support of our
vital ministry. If your givings need to remain the same or be reduced - thank you for your continuing donations. Your
gifts make a difference. If you have the capacity to increase your givings or to give for the first time, we are grateful.
•
•
•
•

update your Pre-Authorized Remittance information or sign up for PAR. There is a form on the church
website – www.theredeemer.ca/donate
online through CanadaHelps. There is a link on our website – www.theredeemer.ca/donate
e-transfer. Please contact the treasurer (treasurer@theredeemer.ca) for more information on how to do this.
by cheque or cash on the collection plate when we gather for worship in the church

Interim Administrator On-Site
Susan Graham Walker, the Part-time Interim Administrator, is on-site most Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 7:30 AM to 12 PM. Please don’t hesitate to connect by email (sgwalker@theredeemer.ca) or text (647215-8814).

Beyond Our Walls
Bible Remixed – Fall Course Offering
“Love Goes All the Way Down: Discovering the Old Testament God” is an online course offered by Dr. Sylvia
Keesmaat from September 25 – October 30 on Zoom. Do you struggle with popular depictions of the Old Testament
"God of Wrath"? We will explore how this tragic misreading of the text has suppressed the compassionate character
of the Creator throughout the story. Registration and further information are available online at
https://www.bibleremixed.ca/. You can also share information about this on social media by sharing the links on the
Bible Remixed Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/bibleremixed

WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday, September 11 – 5:00-8:00 PM
Be Still
Sunday, September 18 – 9 AM
Sunday Worship on Zoom
Sunday, September 18 – 10:30 AM
Sung Eucharist in the Church
Sunday, September 18 – 5:00-8:00 PM
Be Still

