Daily Prayer
Easter Feria
Wednesday, May 3, 2023

We enter into a time of quiet. We offer to God our selves and in the silence know that God
embraces us as God’s very own. We offer our hopes and onr concerns through our prayers and in the
silence listen for God. Today we hold in our prayers the ordinary moments in life—=the trials and the
J9)s.

We begin by saying

O Lord, open our lips
and our moth shall proclaim your praise.

Let your ways be known upon earth,
your saving power among the nations.

The First Reading

But the word of God continued to advance and gain

adherents. Then after completing their mission Barnabas and Saul
returned to Jerusalem and brought with them John, whose other
name was Mark.

Now in the church at Antfioch there were prophets and teachers:
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen
a member of the court of Herod the ruler, and Saul. While they were
worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have called

them.’ Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them
and sent them off.

So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia;
and from there they sailed to Cyprus. When they arrived at Salamis,
they proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews.
And they had John also to assist them. Acts 12.24-13.5a



The Psalm

God be gracious to us and bless us ¢
and make his face to shine upon us,

That your way may be known upon earth, ¢
your saving power among all nations.

Let the peoples praise you, O God; ¢
let all the peoples praise you.

O let the nations rejoice and be glad, ¢
for you will judge the peoples righteously
and govern the nations upon earth.

Let the peoples praise you, O God; ¢
let all the peoples praise you.

Then shall the earth bring forth her increase, ¢
and God, our own God, will bless us.

God will bless us, ¢

and all the ends of the earth shall fear him.
Psalm 67

The Gospel Reading

Then Jesus cried aloud: ‘Whoever believes in me believes not in me
but in him who sent me. And whoever sees me sees him who sent
me. | have come as light into the world, so that everyone who
believes in me should not remain in the darkness. | do not judge
anyone who hears my words and does not keep them, for | came
not to judge the world, but to save the world. The one who rejects
me and does not receive my word has a judge; on the last day the
word that | have spoken will serve as judge, for | have not spoken
on my own, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a



commandment about what to say and what to speak. And | know
that his commandment is eternal life. What | speak, therefore, |
speak just as the Father has told me.’ John 12.44-50

In silence, we ask what the readings have to say to us today. Is there something that draws us more

deeply into the reading? What does God have to say to us? What do we have to ask God?

When the time is right, we conclude our time of silence with the canticle

The Canticle ~ The Song of Zechariah

Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, ¢
who has come to his people and set them free.

He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, ¢
born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets God promised of old
to save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all that hate us,

To show mercy to our ancestors, 4
and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: ¢
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

Free to worship him without fear, ¢
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most
High, ¢
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

To give his people knowledge of salvation ¢
by the forgiveness of all their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,



To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of
death, ¢
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Luke 1.68-79

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Return to the Lord, who will have mercy,
to our God, who will richly pardon.

We continne in prayer for those people and situations that we hold up before God and

continue with the concluding collect, the Lord’s prayer and the closing sentences.

The Intercessions

With confidence and trust let us pray to the Father.
For the one holy catholic and apostolic Church ...
let us pray to the Father.

Lord of compassion,

in your mercy hear us.

For the mission of the Church,

that in faithful withess it may preach the gospel
to the ends of the earth,

let us pray to the Father.

Lord of compassion,

in your mercy hear us.

For peace in the world ...

that a spirit of respect and reconciliation may grow
among nations and peoples,

let us pray to the Father.

Lord of compassion,



in your mercy hear us.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer ...
for refugees, prisoners, and all in danger;

that they may be relieved and protected,

let us pray to the Father.

Lord of compassion,

in your mercy hear us.

For those whom we have injured or offended,
let us pray to the Father.

Lord of compassion,

in your mercy hear us.

For grace to amend our lives and to further the reign of God,
let us pray to the Father.

Lord of compassion,

in your mercy hear us.

In communion with all those who have walked in the way of
holiness ...

let us pray to the Father.

Lord of compassion,

in your mercy hear us.

God our Father,

in your love and goodness

you have taught us to come close to you in penitence
with prayer, fasting and generosity;

accept our Lenten discipline,

and when we fall by our weakness,

raise us up by your unfailing mercy;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Our prayers conclude

God of all,

your being is love

and your desire is for us to grow in relationship with you.

Bless us on our journey,

that as we glorify you in praise and seek you in stillness

we may come to know you as the end of all our striving

and come to experience you as our faithful companion on the way,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[let us pray as our Saviour tanght us,]

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the fime of trial,

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen

We conclude

May Christ, who bore our sins on the cross,

set us free to serve him with joy.
Amen.
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