
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2023 AT 9:00 A.M. 
 

The Church of the Redeemer:  
162 Bloor St. West, Toronto, ON M5S 1M4  

office@theredeemer.ca • Tel: (416) 922 4948• www.theredeemer.ca 
  



WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER! 

We are in the heart of downtown Toronto, and we gather to celebrate on the traditional lands of 
the Wendat, Haudenosaunee, and Anishinaabe Nations, including the Mississaugas of the Credit 
First Nation.  Our beautiful building connects us to the rich heritage of our city while also drawing 
us deeper into the roots of our Anglican tradition. Just as the streetscape around us has evolved 
over the years, our members have changed to reflect the growing, vibrant and progressive 
Christian community found at the Redeemer today. We come from a variety of faith traditions 
(and sometimes no faith tradition at all), and we like it that way. We are students, workers, retired, 
homeless, not limited by sexual orientation, gender identity or personal history. We are at the very 
beginning of our life with Jesus, and we are deeply steeped in a life complicated by faith. We 
open our doors to worship God and to learn about Jesus, and how all of this might just transform 
our lives. 
 

If you would like to stay up to date with our news and events, please feel free to subscribe to our 
eNewsletter by going to theredeemer.ca/newsletters. 
 

theredeemer.ca                      
facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO          
instagram.com/TheRedeemerTO 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY — If you would like to make a monetary donation to support the ministry of Church of the 
Redeemer, we invite you to visit theredeemer.ca/donate via the QR code above. Thank you for joining us 
today. 
 
Welcome  Moderator 
 

Land Acknowledgment Steven Mackison 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.theredeemer.ca/newsletters
http://theredeemer.ca/
http://facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO
http://instagram.com/TheRedeemerTO


Opening Hymn: #382 (Common Praise) “Praise to the Lord” Redeemer Music Team 
 

 

✠ The Gathering of the Community Steven Mackison   

Priest: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 and the love of God,   
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
 be with you all.  
People:  And also with you. 
 
The Collect of the Day                  Steven Mackison 
 

Priest: Ever-faithful One, 
 you answer the cries of all who call upon your name. 
 Give us grace to trust in you, 
 so that we may walk faithfully amidst the storms of life; 
 through Jesus the Christ, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 



✠ Proclamation of the Word 
 

First Reading Henry Krol 
 

Reader: A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. This is 
the story of the family of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the 
flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's 
wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. Now Israel loved Joseph 
more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had 
made him a long robe with sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him 
more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.  Now his 
brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem.  And Israel said to Joseph, 
“Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” 
He answered, “Here I am.” So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers 
and with the flock; and bring word back to me.”  So he sent him from the valley of 
Hebron. He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man 
asked him, “What are you seeking?” “I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, 
where they are pasturing the flock.” The man said, “They have gone away, for I heard 
them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at 
Dothan.  They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired 
to kill him. They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him 
and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, 
and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” But when Reuben heard it, he delivered 
him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” Reuben said to them, “Shed no 
blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him”- that he 
might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. So when Joseph came to 
his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; and 
they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. Then 
they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 
Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to 
Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal 
his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is 
our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. When some Midianite traders passed 
by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for 
twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.  
 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. Genesis 37.1-4, 12-28 
All: Thanks be to God.       A moment of silence is observed 



Psalm 105.1-6, 16-22, 45b (Plainsong)          Redeemer Music Team 
 

 
 

GÏVE THÄNKS to our God and call upon the Holy Name;   * 
   make known God’s deeds among the peoples. 
 
Sing to God, sing praises to the Holy One,   * 
   and speak of all God’s marvellous works. 
 
Glory in the Holy Name;   * 
   let the hearts of those who seek God rejoice. 
 
Let us search for you and your strength, O God,   * 
   let us continually seek your face. 
 
Let us remember the marvels  you have done,   * 
   your wonders are the judgements of your mouth, 
 
O offspring of Abraham your servant,   * 
   O children of Jacob your chosen. 
 
Then you called for a famine in the land   * 
   and destroyed the supply of bread. 
 
You sent a man before them,   * 
   Joseph, who was sold and enslaved. 
 
They bruised his feet in fetters;   * 
   his neck they put in an iron collar. 
 
Until his prediction came to pass,   * 
   the word of God tested him. 
 
The king sent and released him;   * 
   the ruler of the peoples set him free. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

He set him as a master over his household,   * 
   as a ruler over all his possessions, 
 
To instruct his princes according to his will   * 
   and to teach his elders wisdom.  
   Hallelujah! 
 
Second Reading Henry Krol 
 

Reader:  A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 
 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who 
does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do 
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or 
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what 
does it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith 
that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the 
heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 
 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.                               Romans 10.5-10 
All: Thanks be to God.       A moment of silence is observed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn: #547 (Common Praise)   “I Sought the Lord”   Redeemer Music Team 
 

 
 

The Gospel  Steven Mackison 
 

Priest:  The Lord be with you.       
All:   And also with you. 
 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All:   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by 
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, 
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in 
the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him 
walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear.  
But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter 
answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, 
“Come.”  So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 
Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, 
he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, 
saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the 



wind ceased. And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of 
God.” 
 

Priest: The Gospel of Christ.     Matthew 14.22-33 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Homily: Steven Mackison  
We pause for music and meditation. 

 

Meditation       Redeemer Music Team 
 
The Prayers of the People Christina Chang
    

Leader: In our readings today we are reminded that when we call on our loving God, we 
are saved, and that Jesus walks with us in the most difficult times, even when we 
don’t expect him.  He says to us, “Take heart, it is I, do not be afraid.” Therefore, 
this morning let us come to God with confidence, bringing our fears, our needs 
and our gratitude. 

 

Leader: Jesus says, “Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid.” 
All: Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Leader: Creator God, we praise and worship you, the One who is love above all. You 

created the universe in love through countless millennia, and brought forth this 
blue-green jewel, this fragile Earth, and, embedded in her interconnected web of 
life, you birthed us, vulnerable human creatures, entirely dependent on your Spirit 
and the Earth community for our life and flourishing. As we humbly reflect on this 
wondrous truth, each of us has countless reasons to be grateful this morning, and 
we give you thanks now. 

We pause to give thanks. 

Leader: Jesus says, “Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid.” 
All: Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Leader: Loving Creator, we remember Jesus’ words that the one who has dominion must 

be the servant of all. You have called human beings to care for your magnificent 
earth creation, to serve our kin, all those who share the earth with us. But for too 
long we have forgotten our place. We imagined we were masters, not servants. 
Because we have abused our calling, forgotten our place, and desecrated what we 
did not understand, now humanity stands on the precipice of climate disaster.  Holy 



Mother, we are beginning to understand and see the damage we have caused.  In 
our grief, we pray for strength and compassion, selfless love and firm resolve, to 
be healers, not destroyers, to love and serve our Earth community. 

We pause to pray for our Earth community. 

Leader: Jesus says, “Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid.” 
All: Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Leader: God of Peace, because we, your human children, so readily forget we are part of 

Earth’s interconnected web of life and love, commanded above all else to love one 
another, even our enemies, we tolerate illusions that some of us are better and more 
worthy than others, and we justify violence and war, oppression and inequality.  
Open our hearts this morning to reflect on our calling to peace, as we each pray 
for places of violence and oppression in the world and in our own communities, 
that are on our hearts this morning. 

We pause to pray for peace. 

Leader: Jesus says, “Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid.” 
All: Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Leader: God of Love, you have shown us that you are always on the side of the poor, the 

afflicted and the oppressed, and that you call on your followers, especially those 
who are affluent and comfortable, to serve the poor.  We pray for the work, for the 
staff and volunteers, and the guests of the Common Table ministry of our 
community.  We each commit ourselves to sacrificially support our work together 
with our time, prayers and money. 

We pause to pray for our ministries together. 

Leader: Jesus says, “Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid.” 
All: Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Leader: Compassionate God, there are those among us who are facing trials and 

difficulties, illness, addiction and poverty. We ask that you continue to use us, and 
our community, to bring comfort, help and encouragement to those who are in 
distress.  We pray for those who are on our hearts this morning who need healing 
and strength.  We pray for those who have died, those we know personally and 
those we do not, and for those that mourn their loss. 

We pause to pray for healing and comfort. 

 



Leader: Jesus says, “Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid.” 
All: Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Leader: Our God, we humbly bring our prayers to you in the name of Jesus our friend, who 

bids us not to fear, and who is our blessed Redeemer. 
All: Amen. 
 
The Peace Steven Mackison 
 
 
 

Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
Hymn: #567 (Common Praise) “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”    Redeemer Music Team 
 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer Steven Mackison 

 

Priest:   As our Saviour taught us, let us pray.  
All:   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  



  Give us today our daily bread.  
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Giving and Receiving of Communion  Steven Mackison 
 

Priest:  Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be,  
  to receive Christ, in communion with the saints,    
  and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present with us now.    

 

 
For those of us participating at home, it is a strange experience to be invited to Communion  

– not through the physical bread and wine we can touch and taste –  
but a Spiritual Communion with the God who comes to meet us wherever we are. 

 

There are no special words or prayers for this, all the Church has ever thought necessary is genuine true 
desire, lively faith, and genuine love. Come honestly before God the way you know how.  

You may wish to pray quietly this prayer to help you: 
 

One: Lord, you stand at the door of my heart and knock. 
 You wait for me and only I can let you in. 
 I believe and trust in you and ask you now to fill me with your presence. 
 Feed me with your body and unite me in your blood,  
 that I may be your blessing to a world in need. Amen. 
 

The Doxology Steven Mackison 
 

Priest: Glory to God,  
All: whose power working in us  
 can do infinitely more  
 than we can ask or imagine.  
 Glory to God from generation to generation,  
 in the Church and in Christ Jesus  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Announcements Steven Mackison 
 

 
 
 
 



Departing Hymn: #403 (Common Praise) “Let All Things Now Living”           
  Redeemer Music Team 
 

 
 

The Dismissal Steven Mackison
  

Priest: Go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia!  
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 



 
Our thanks go out to all who contribute financially to the Redeemer community. Our ability to continue to 
offer outreach support through the Common Table and maintain our rich and varied worship and program 
life is possible thanks to the generous donations of parishioners and friends of the community. Thank you 

for your generosity. 
 

Online Donation 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The cover image “The Disciples See Christ Walking on the Water” is by Henry Ossawa Tanner, courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.   
All Liturgical Texts unless otherwise noted excerpted from the Book of Alternative Services © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved.  

Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  
Further copying is prohibited. The Collect is from FWM Proposed Prayers alt. The Prayers of the People were written by Karen Turner  All music, not in the public domain, is reproduced under 

OneLicense.net #A-707061.  
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WORSHIP WITH US 
 

Sunday, August 20 (Proper 20A) 
 

9 AM – Spiritual Communion (on Zoom only) 
 

10:30 AM – Holy Eucharist (in the Church and through YouTube) 
 

7 PM – Taizé (in the Church and through YouTube) 
 

8 PM – Compline (on Zoom only) 
 

Sunday, August 27 (Proper 21A) 
 

9 AM – Spiritual Communion (on Zoom only) 
 

10:30 AM – Holy Eucharist (in the Church and through YouTube) 
 

7 PM – Taizé (in the Church and through YouTube) 
 

8 PM – Compline (on Zoom only) 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NhydwTWXjHmzTbrzUT1wkwcs9hcjV6xi6zzrVruzAXYS0ACXa4-xnRpbRQ7We8RPDjt4P5yTTvgm8_MD3gC9vQ156pqW3hUmAKsdQcmar8pQzpfoGmFliU6rU8Ct4V9MP3kufhCxqRi3M04o6KJebqjZ5pLtkwV-&c=nE68ydunf_K1ThoW0SpBu6WuO0RAz5wyQARbwdVv3aLsc7V1NbekLQ==&ch=w2bVyKh2XuzdjLeCELcKVO2ZbkOrbY9-pVY8WeOsCOgqTxRcD8lIjg==

	Priest: Glory to God,

