Daily Prayer
All Saints
Wednesday, November 1, 2023

We enter into a time of quiet. We offer to God our selves and in the silence know that God
embraces us as God’s very own. We offer our hopes and our concerns through onr prayers and in the
silence listen for God. Today we hold in our prayers the ordinary moments in life—=the trials and the
Joys. We begin by saying

O Lord, open our lips.

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Your faithful servants bless you.
They make known the glory of your kingdom.

The First Reading

After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one
could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed
in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud
voice, saying,

‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to
the Lamb!’

And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders
and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the
throne and worshipped God, singing,

‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom

and thanksgiving and honour

and power and might

be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these,
robed in white, and where have they come from?2’ | said to him, ‘Sir,



you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, ‘These are they
who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’

Revelation 7.9-17
The Psalm

| will bless the Lord at all times; +
his praise shall ever be in my mouth.

My soul shall glory in the Lord;
let the humble hear and be glad.

O magnify the Lord with me; ¢
let us exalt his name together.

| sought the Lord and he answered me +
and delivered me from all my fears.

Look upon him and be radiant ¢
and your faces shall not be ashamed.

This poor soul cried, and the Lord heard me ¢
and saved me from all my troubles.

The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him ¢
and delivers them.



O taste and see that the Lord is gracious; ¢
blessed is the one who frusts in him.

Fear the Lord, all you his holy ones,
for those who fear him lack nothing.

Lions may lack and suffer hunger, ¢
but those who seek the Lord
lack nothing that is good.

The Lord ransoms the life of his servants ¢
and will condemn none who seek refuge in him.

Pealm 34.1-10, 22
The Gospel Reading

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he
sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and
taught them, saying:

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kihngdom of heaven.
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled.

‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and



be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matthew 5.1-12

In silence, we ask what the readings have to say to us today. Is there something that draws us more
deeply into the reading? What does God have to say to us? What do we have to ask God?

When the time is right, we conclude our time of silence with the canticle

The Canticle ~ A Song of the Lord’s Anointed

The Lord has anointed me
and sent me to bring good news to the oppressed.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me ¢
because he has anointed me.

He has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, ¢
to bind up the broken-hearted,

To proclaim liberty fo the captives, ¢
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;

To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, ¢
to comfort all who mourn,

To give them a garland instead of ashes, ¢
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit,

That they may be called oaks of righteousness, ¢
the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.

For as the earth puts forth her blossom, ¢
and as seeds in the garden spring up,

So shall the Lord God make righteousness and praise ¢
blossom before all the nations.



You shall be called priests of the Lord;
they shall speak of you as ministers of our God.

Isaiah 61.1-3, 11, 6a

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

The Lord has anoinfed me
and sent me to bring good news to the oppressed.

We continne in prayer for those people and situations that we hold up before God and

continue with the concluding collect, the Lord’s prayer and the closing sentences.

The Intercessions

In peace, let us pray to Jesus our Lord,
who ever lives to make intercession for us.

Saviour of the world,

be present in all places of suffering, violence and pain,
and bring hope even in the darkest night.

Inspire us to continue your work of reconciliation today.
In peace we pray.

Lord of the Church,

empower by your Spirit the work of your Church in every land.
Give us grace to proclaim the gospel joyfully in word and deed.
In peace we pray.

Shepherd and Guardian of our souls,

guide and enable all who lead and serve this community
and those on whom we depend for our daily needs.

Grant that we may seek the peace and welfare of this place.
In peace we pray.



Great Physician,

stretch out your hand to bring comfort, wholeness and peace

to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.

Fill us with compassion, that we may be channels of your healing
love.

In peace we pray.

Conqueror of death,

remember for good those whom we love but see no longer.

Help us to live this day in the sure and certain hope of your eternal
victory.

In peace we pray.

Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray,
to the mercy and protection of God. Amen

Our prayers conclude

Almighty God,

whose people are knit fogether in one holy Church,

the mystical Body of your Son,

grant us grace to follow your blessed saints

in lives of faith and commitment,

and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared

for those who love you;

through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

[let us pray as our Saviour tanght us,]

Our Fatherin heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.



Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen

We conclude

May Christ, who has opened the kingdom of heaven, bring us to
reign with him in glory.

Amen.



All Saints
Principal Feast

Today's festival had its origins in the fourth century, when churches in the East
began to celebrate “the feast of the martyrs of the whole world” on the
Sunday after Pentecost. Several Western churches adopted this festival and
kept it on various dates in April or May, but in the early Middle Ages the church
of Rome assigned it the much later date of November first and broadened the
feast to include all the saints. Western Christendom has followed this custom
ever since.

Saints are Christians who in various ways, often against great odds, showed an
extraordinary love for Christ. The Holy Spirit acted in their lives so that they
chose to bring aid to the needy, justice to the oppressed, hope to the
sorrowful, and the divine word of forgiveness to sinners. For the sake of Christ
they were servants to the people of their day; and the service they rendered in
the past makes them examples to the rest of the people of God throughout
history.

The Church also believes that our life on earth has eternal consequences; and
so our remembrance of what the saints were is directed to what they are. It is
the Church’s conviction — a conviction often expressed in the Anglican
tradition — that the saints continue to be our partners and fellow-servants
before the face of God'’s glory. We pray for our present needs, and the saints
pray with us — not as if their prayers were better than our own, but because
they are still bound to us in mutual service as members of the one body of
Christ.

For this very reason, we may say of the Church'’s saints what the Letter to the
Hebrews says about the Old Testament saints — that they and their service shall
not be perfect until all of God’s friends have answered the invitation of Christ
and arrived at the banquet of glory. For that is the ministry of the saints in
heaven as on earth: fo help others become partners in the salvation of God.
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