
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2023 AT 9:00 A.M. 
 

The Church of the Redeemer:  
162 Bloor St. West, Toronto, ON M5S 1M4  

office@theredeemer.ca • Tel: (416) 922 4948• www.theredeemer.ca 
 

 



WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER! 

We are in the heart of downtown Toronto, and we gather to celebrate on the traditional lands of 
the Wendat, Haudenosaunee, and Anishinaabe Nations, including the Mississaugas of the Credit 
First Nation.  Our beautiful building connects us to the rich heritage of our city while also drawing 
us deeper into the roots of our Anglican tradition. Just as the streetscape around us has evolved 
over the years, our members have changed to reflect the growing, vibrant and progressive 
Christian community found at the Redeemer today. We come from a variety of faith traditions 
(and sometimes no faith tradition at all), and we like it that way. We are students, workers, retired, 
homeless, not limited by sexual orientation, gender identity or personal history. We are at the very 
beginning of our life with Jesus, and we are deeply steeped in a life complicated by faith. We 
open our doors to worship God and to learn about Jesus, and how all of this might just transform 
our lives. 
 

If you would like to stay up to date with our news and events, please feel free to subscribe to our 
eNewsletter by going to theredeemer.ca/newsletters. 
 

theredeemer.ca                      
facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO          
instagram.com/TheRedeemerTO 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY — If you would like to make a monetary donation to support the ministry of Church of the 
Redeemer, we invite you to visit theredeemer.ca/donate via the QR code above. Thank you for joining us 
today. 
 
Welcome  Moderator 
 

Land Acknowledgment Steven Mackison 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.theredeemer.ca/newsletters
http://theredeemer.ca/
http://facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO
http://instagram.com/TheRedeemerTO


Opening Hymn: #572 (Common Praise) “Let There Be Light” Redeemer Music Team 
 
 

 
 

✠ The Gathering of the Community Steven Mackison   

Priest: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 and the love of God,   
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
 be with you all.  
People:  And also with you. 
 
The Collect of the Day                            Steven Mackison 
 

Priest: God of deep compassion, 
 you welcome the weak 
 and free us from the bondage of sin. 
 Break the cycle of judgement and violence 
 through Jesus our forgiveness, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever. 
People: Amen. 
  
 
 



✠ Proclamation of the Word 
 

First Reading Heather Bennett 
 

Reader: A Reading from the Book of Exodus. 
 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; 
and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It 
came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with 
the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. Then Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea.  The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all 
night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went 
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 
left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, 
chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud 
looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He 
clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty.  The Egyptians said, “Let 
us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the Lord 
said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon 
the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.”  So Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before 
it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots 
and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not 
one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day 
from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great 
work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed 
in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 
 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. Exodus 14.19-31 
All: Thanks be to God.                    A moment of silence is observed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 114 (George Black)                   Redeemer Music Team 
 

 
 
When Israel came out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 
Judah became God's sanctuary and Israel God's dominion.    Refrain 
 

The sea beheld it and fled; Jordan turned and went back. 
The mountains skipped like rams, and the little hills like young sheep.    Refrain 
 

What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? O Jordan, that you turned back? 
You mountains, that you skipped like rams? you little hills like young sheep.    Refrain 
 

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of God, at the presence of the Holy One of Jacob. 
Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water and a flint-stone into a flowing spring.     

                                                                                                                                                        Refrain 
 

 Second Reading                   Heather Bennett 
 

Reader:  A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 
 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over opinions. 
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must 
not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those 
who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of 
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the 
Lord is able to make them stand.  Some judge one day to be better than another, while 
others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who 
observe the day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour of the 
Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the 
Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 
If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live 
or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.  For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that 
he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. Why do you pass judgment on your 
brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand 
before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee 



shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” So then, each of us will be 
accountable to God. 
 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.                               Romans 14.1-12 
All: Thanks be to God.       A moment of silence is observed 
 
Hymn: #614 (Common Praise) “Forgive Our Sins”                    Redeemer Music Team 

 

The Gospel  Paige Souter 
 

Deacon:  The Lord be with you.       
All:   And also with you. 
 

Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All:   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Then Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven 
times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the 
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could 
not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord 
of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, 
came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by 



the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with 
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw 
him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that 
had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on 
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every 
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 
Deacon: The Gospel of Christ.     Matthew 18.21-35 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Homily: Steven Mackison  
We pause for music and meditation. 

Meditation           Redeemer Music Team 
 
The Prayers of the People Sylvia Keesmaat 
 
Leader: Confident in God’s presence in our lives, even in times of conflict and 

judgement, let us offer thanksgivings and petitions to the One whose presence is 
unending.  

 

As we pause, you are invited to offer prayers silently, aloud or in the chat box. 
 

Leader: Tremble, O earth, at the presence of our God 
All:  at the presence of the God of Jacob  
 
Leader:  We pray for the church throughout the world. We ask for God’s strength to be 

with those churches where to proclaim God’s presence means persecution or 
torture. We look for God’s healing presence where the church has been the 
victimizer or the oppressor, that we may be reconciled and forgiven. We pray for 
fresh expressions of church, that they may be expressions of Christ’s love for us 
and God’s gift of creation. 

 

As we pause, you are invited to offer prayers silently, aloud or in the chat box. 
 

Leader: Tremble, O earth, at the presence of our God 
All:  at the presence of the God of Jacob  
 



Leader: We pray for the world. Today’s psalm portrays the poetry of Your creation. 
Today it groans under the weight of earthquakes in Morocco, floods in Greece, 
China, and the US, fires in Canada, and senseless military conflict in many parts 
of the world. Endow our political leaders with wisdom. Give us compassion to 
respond to the needs of the refugee, the migrant, and all who are the victims of 
war, oppression or climate change.  

 

As we pause, you are invited to offer prayers silently, aloud or in the chat box. 
 

Leader: Tremble, O earth, at the presence of our God 
All:  at the presence of the God of Jacob  
 
Leader: We pray for our political leaders, Justin, Doug, and Olivia. We give thanks for 

all who offer themselves in public service. We remember the people of 
Manitoba, who have an election next month. We remember the people of 
Kingfisher Lake and other Indigenous communities who need potable water. In 
our own community we pray for those in our community who lack adequate 
shelter, food, or income. We ask for your healing presence on those who are ill 
or troubled. Give strength and patience to all who care for them. 

 

As we pause, you are invited to offer prayers silently, aloud or in the chat box. 
 

Leader: Tremble, O earth, at the presence of our God 
All:  at the presence of the God of Jacob  
 
Leader: We give thanks for the lives of those who have died. Jesus said, ‘I go to prepare 

a place for you’. Yet we gather in a place that has been prepared for us by 
generations of believers who have preceded us with their gifts of time, talent and 
treasure. Why? Because they had a vision of God’s presence at this corner of 
Bloor and Avenue Road. May we remain faithful to the life and witness of those 
who have gone before us. 
 

As we pause, you are invited to offer prayers silently, aloud or in the chat box. 
 

Leader: Tremble, O earth, at the presence of our God 
All:  at the presence of the God of Jacob  
 
Leader: We give thanks for the presence of God in our lives, in good times and bad. In 

the words of Pepper Choplin’s anthem, ‘We are not alone. We are never alone. 
God is with us, for ever and ever’. 

All:  Amen. 
    



The Peace Steven Mackison 
 
 
 

Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
Hymn: #501 (Common Praise) “Through All the Changing Scenes of Life”   
  Redeemer Music Team 
 

 

 
The Lord’s Prayer Steven Mackison 

 

Priest:   As our Saviour taught us, let us pray.  
All:   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
  Give us today our daily bread.  
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and for ever. Amen.  
 

 
 



The Giving and Receiving of Communion  Steven Mackison 
 

Priest:  Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be,  
  to receive Christ, in communion with the saints,    
  and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present with us now.    

 

For those of us participating at home, it is a strange experience to be invited to Communion  
– not through the physical bread and wine we can touch and taste –  

but a Spiritual Communion with the God who comes to meet us wherever we are. 
 

There are no special words or prayers for this, all the Church has ever thought necessary is genuine true 
desire, lively faith, and genuine love. Come honestly before God the way you know how.  

You may wish to pray quietly this prayer to help you: 
 

One: Lord, you stand at the door of my heart and knock. 
 You wait for me and only I can let you in. 
 I believe and trust in you and ask you now to fill me with your presence. 
 Feed me with your body and unite me in your blood,  
 that I may be your blessing to a world in need. Amen. 
 

The Doxology Steven Mackison 
 

Priest: Glory to God,  
All: whose power working in us  
 can do infinitely more  
 than we can ask or imagine.  
 Glory to God from generation to generation,  
 in the Church and in Christ Jesus  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Announcements Steven Mackison 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Departing Hymn: #169 (Sing a New Creation) “Sent Out in Jesus’ Name”           
  Redeemer Music Team 

 
 
The Dismissal Paige Souter
  

Deacon: Go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia!  
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 
 



Our thanks go out to all who contribute financially to the Redeemer community. Our ability to continue to 
offer outreach support through the Common Table and maintain our rich and varied worship and program 
life is possible thanks to the generous donations of parishioners and friends of the community. Thank you 

for your generosity. 
 

Online Donation 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FURTHER CREDITS FOR THIS BULLETIN 
The cover image is “Crossing the Red Sea” by hiraku-kun, courtesy of deviantart.com. All Liturgical Texts unless 

otherwise noted excerpted from the Book of Alternative Services © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican 
Church of Canada. All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a 

ministry of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.   
Further copying is prohibited.  

The Collect is from FWM Proposed Prayers alt. (prayers created under the auspices of the Faith, Worship and 
Ministry Committee of The General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada between 2001 and 2004.   

  The Prayers of the People were written by Peter Bennett.  
All music, not in the public domain, is reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-707061. 
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WORSHIP WITH US 
 

Sunday, September 24 (Orange Shirt Day) 
 

9 AM – Spiritual Communion (on Zoom only) 
 

10:30 AM – Holy Eucharist (in the Church and through YouTube) 
 

7 PM – A Night of Indian Devotional Music and Meditation – Yeshu Satsang Toronto 
(in the Church and through YouTube) 

 
8 PM – Compline (on Zoom only) 

 
Sunday, October 1 (Proper 26A) 

 
9 AM – Spiritual Communion (on Zoom only) 

 
10:30 AM – Holy Eucharist (in the Church and through YouTube) 

 
7 PM – EarthSong (in the Church and through YouTube) 

 
8 PM – Compline (on Zoom only) 

 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NhydwTWXjHmzTbrzUT1wkwcs9hcjV6xi6zzrVruzAXYS0ACXa4-xnRpbRQ7We8RPDjt4P5yTTvgm8_MD3gC9vQ156pqW3hUmAKsdQcmar8pQzpfoGmFliU6rU8Ct4V9MP3kufhCxqRi3M04o6KJebqjZ5pLtkwV-&c=nE68ydunf_K1ThoW0SpBu6WuO0RAz5wyQARbwdVv3aLsc7V1NbekLQ==&ch=w2bVyKh2XuzdjLeCELcKVO2ZbkOrbY9-pVY8WeOsCOgqTxRcD8lIjg==
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