
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD:  
PROCESSION AND HOLY EUCHARIST  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2023, AT 10:30 A.M. 

 The Church of the Redeemer: 
162 Bloor St. West, Toronto, ON M5S 1M4 

office@theredeemer.ca • Tel: (416) 922 4948• www.theredeemer.ca 
 



 
WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER! 

We are in the heart of downtown Toronto, and we gather to celebrate on the traditional lands of the Wendat, 
Haudenosaunee, and Anishinaabe Nations, including the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation.  Our beautiful 
building connects us to the rich heritage of our city while also drawing us deeper into the roots of our Anglican 
tradition. Just as the streetscape around us has evolved over the years, our members have changed to reflect the 
growing, vibrant and progressive Christian community found at the Redeemer today. We come from a variety of 
faith traditions (and sometimes no faith tradition at all), and we like it that way. We are students, workers, retired, 
homeless, not limited by sexual orientation, gender identity or personal history. We are at the very beginning of 
our life with Jesus, and we are deeply steeped in a life complicated by faith. We open our doors to worship God 
and to learn about Jesus, and how all of this might just transform our lives. 
 
If you would like to stay up to date with our news and events, please feel free to subscribe to our eNewsletter by 
going to theredeemer.ca/newsletters. 
theredeemer.ca   
instagram.com/TheRedeemerTO  
facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO 
 

 
 

The Procession Please rise as you are able 
 

Priest: Let us go forth in peace. Alleluia. 
People: In the name of Christ. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Processional Hymn: #378 (Gather) “What Star is This” All sing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Welcome to 
the Church of 
the Redeemer 
bulletin margin 
notes, where 
you will find a 
brief 
commentary 
and 
explanation of 
the liturgy as it 
unfolds, and 
making it more 
meaningful for 
all. 
 
 
The 
Procession is 
where those 
who will lead 
us in the 
service, move 
to the back of 
the church (the 
“nave”) and 
arrive at the 
front (the 
“chancel”). It is 
symbolic of 
our journey 
through this 
earthly life. 

http://www.theredeemer.ca/newsletters
http://theredeemer.ca/
http://facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO


Station at the Gifts 
 

Priest: The rulers of Sheba and Saba bring gifts. Alleluia. 
People: Gold, frankincense and myrrh. Alleluia. 
 
Priest: O God, who by the shining of a star guided the magi to behold your Son, our 

Lord: Show us your heavenly light, and give us grace to follow until we find 
him, and finding him, rejoice. And grant that as they presented gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh, we now may bring him the offering of a loving heart, 
an adoring spirit, and an obedient will; for his honour, and for your glory, O God 
most high. Amen. 

 All sing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Station at the Crèche 
 

Priest: We have seen the star in the East. Alleluia. 
People: And have come to worship. Alleluia.  
 

Priest: O God the Son, highest and holiest,  
 you humbled yourself to share our birth and our death: 
 bring us with the shepherds and magi  
 to kneel before your lowly cradle, 
 that we may come to sing with the angels  
 your glorious praises in heaven, 
 where you live and reign, world without end.  Amen. 
 All sing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Quem stella sole pulchrior, Charles Coffin (1676-1749); tr. by John Chandler (1806-1976), alt. Tune: PUER NOBIS, LM; adapt. by Michael Mraetorius (1571-1621). 
 

The Collect of the Day  
 

Priest: Eternal God,  
 who by a star led wise men to the worship of your Son.   
 Guide by your light the nations of the earth,  
 that the whole world may know your glory;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

During a 
procession, we 
stop to highlight 
something 
significant in the 
celebration. On 
Epiphany, we 
pause at the 
gifts that the 
Magi brought to 
the Holy Family. 
It is a moment to 
reflect on those 
gifts and what 
they mean for us 
in our life of 
faith. 

 

A crèche 
(French for 
“crib”) is the 
nativity scene 
that we often 
see at 
Christmas, with 
the manger, 
Mary, Joseph, 
and the infant 
Jesus.  

 

We pause at the 
Crèche to 
symbolize that 
we are making 
our own journey 
to the manger. 
As with the 
Magi, we come 
to realize that 
what we give 
pales in 
comparison to 
the blessings we 
receive. 



Gloria  
 
✠ Proclamation of the Word 
 
First Reading: Please be seated 
 

Reader: A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.   
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.  For 
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise 
upon you, and his glory will appear over you.  Nations shall come to your light, and kings 
to the brightness of your dawn. 
 

Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons 
shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  Then 
you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of 
the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those 
from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the 
praise of the LORD. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. Isaiah 60.1-6 
All:  Thanks be to God. A moment of silence is observed 
 
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14  All sing 
 

 
GIVE THË king your justice, O God,   * 
   and your righteousness to the kïng’s son; 
 
That he may rule your people righteously   * 
   and the poor with jüstice. 
 
That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,   * 
   and the little hills bring rïghteousness. 
 
He shall defend the needy among the people;   * 
   he shall rescue the poor and crush the opprëssor. 
 
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,   * 
   from one generation to anöther. 
 
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,   * 
   like showers that water thë earth. 
 
  

The First Reading 
is taken from the 
Old Testament. 
Today it is taken 
from the book of 
Isaiah. Isaiah was 
a prophet who 
wrote between 
740- 700 BC. The 
passages from 
Isaiah that we 
have been hearing 
during Christmas 
were written when 
the Israelites were 
still in exile in 
Babylon. Today’s 
reading is from the 
third section, when 
they have returned 
from their captivity 
and are looking to 
God in hopes of 
restoration. The 
references to 
rejoicing in the 
light and “the 
wealth of the 
nations” coming 
make this an 
appropriate 
passage to hear 
on Epiphany. 

 

This psalm praises 
God’s justice and 
expresses the 
confidence that 
Israel will prevail 
over her enemies. 
Again, the 
reference to the 
kings bowing down 
before God and 
other nuances 
make this Psalm 
rife with Epiphany 
themes. 



In his time shall the righteous flourish;   * 
   there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall bë no more. 
 
The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute,   * 
   and the kings of Arabia and / Saba öffer gifts. 
 
All kings shall bow down before him,   * 
   and all the nations / do him sërvice. 
 
For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress,   * 
   and the oppressed who / has no hëlper. 
 
He shall have pity on the lowly and poor;   * 
   he shall preserve the lives / of the nëedy. 
 
He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence,   * 
   and dear shall their blood / be in hïs sight. 
 
Second Reading:  
 

Reader: A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians.   
 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles -for 
surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for 
you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few 
words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of 
Christ.  In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has 
now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have 
become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. 
 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given 
me by the working of his power.  Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace 
was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to 
make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all 
things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.  This was in accordance with the 
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to 
God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. Ephesians 3.1-12 
All: Thanks be to God. A moment of silence is observed 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This letter of 
Paul was 
written from 
prison, probably 
in Rome. The 
Bible indicates 
that it was 
written to the 
church at 
Ephesus, but 
most scholars 
believe that it 
was a circular 
letter, sent to a 
number of 
churches. If so, 
it introduced a 
new idea into 
letter writing 
because we 
know of no 
other circular 
letters from this 
period. This 
particular 
passage 
speaks of Paul 
spreading the 
word of God to 
the Gentiles, a 
central theme of 
the season of 
Epiphany. 



Sequence Hymn: #137 (Common Praise) “What Child is This”  All sing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We turn and face the Gospel as it is processed to the midst of the gathered community. 
We do this as a sign of respect and to symbolize that  

its message is at the centre of our lives and its truth is always before our eyes. 
 
The Gospel 
 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All:   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  For 
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”  When King Herod 
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  They 
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This story is 
only 
mentioned in 
Matthew’s 
Gospel. 
Matthew is 
establishing 
Jesus’ 
legitimacy as 
the rightful 
ruler or 
shepherd of 
Israel. Notice 
how this is 
contrasted 
with King 
Herod who 
seeks to 
discover 
Jesus’s 
whereabouts. 
This sets the 
stage for the 
slaughter of 
the Holy 
Innocents that 
Herod will 
perpetrate on 
the young 
children of 
Bethlehem. 



Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.”  When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they 
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.  Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

Priest: The Gospel of Christ. Matthew 2.1-12 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Homily: Margaret Rodrigues 
 
The Nicene Creed Please stand 
 

Priest: Let us confess our faith as we say, 
All: We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nicene 
Creed is 
named after 
the location of 
the church 
council where 
it was created 
and is meant 
to be a 
statement of 
what 
Christians 
believe. The 
words we 
speak unite us 
with other 
Christians 
around the 
world and 
throughout the 
ages. This 
statement of 
faith dates 
from the fourth 
century, and 
was the early 
church’s 
attempt to 
speak the faith 
with one voice 
amidst many 
conflicting 
thoughts and 
ideas. You are 
welcome to 
participate as 
you feel you 
are able. 



Prayers of the People 
 

Leader: Father of glory,  
 your Son has brought the light of life  
 to those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death.  
 Grant to your Church throughout the world  
 boldness to share that good news with all people. 

A moment’s pause is observed for those who wish to voice their prayers, aloud or silently 
Leader: Lord our God: 
All: Lead us to light and life. 
 

Leader: Lord of the nations,  
 remember in your kindness all those entrusted with earthly government.  
 We pray that the leaders of the nations may find peace.  
 Give them wisdom to exercise their authority  
 for the good of those they serve. 
 Inspire us to discern and to be faithful to your will  
 for all that you have created. 

A moment’s pause is observed for those who wish to voice their prayers, aloud or silently 
Leader: Lord our God: 
All: Lead us to light and life.  
 

Leader: All-compassionate One,  
 in your never-failing mercy  
 receive the pleas of all who are in need.  
 Remember the imprisoned, those persecuted for the faith,  
 the home-bound, the hospitalized, the lonely and the suffering.   

A moment’s pause is observed for those who wish to voice their prayers, aloud or silently 
Leader: Shine on them, Lord, the comfort of your Word,  

 and relieve them of all that brings them pain and sorrow. 
  

Leader: Lord our God: 
All: Lead us to light and life.  
 

Leader: Giver of life everlasting,  
 we pray for those who are dying,  
 and those whom you have welcomed home.  
 Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord.  
 And let light perpetual shine upon them.  
 May they rest in peace and rise in glory.  
 Meet those they love in the midst of their grief  
 and hold them in your embrace.  
 

 A moment’s pause is observed for those who wish to voice their prayers, aloud or silently 
 

Leader: Lord our God: 
All: Lead us to light and life.  

 

Leader: Gracious God,  
 by light you led the magi to behold your incarnate Son.  
 May your light lead us to discover your presence  
 in the world and in our lives. 
 

A moment’s pause is observed for those who wish to voice their prayers, aloud or silently 
 

In the prayers 
of the people, 
we offer to 
God our cares 
and concerns, 
our joys and 
hopes, 
praying for the 
church, the 
world, the 
sick, the 
suffering, and 
those whom 
we love but 
see no more. 
Please feel 
free to say 
aloud the 
names of 
those people, 
places and 
situations who 
are in need of 
prayer. 

 

 

 

 



Leader: Gracious God,  
 accept these prayers for the sake of the Babe of Bethlehem,  
 your Son, Jesus Christ our Redeemer,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, world without end. 
All: Amen. 
 
The Peace  
 

Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offertory Hymn: #159 (Common Praise) “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning” 
 All sing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The peace is 
mentioned 
several times 
throughout the 
New 
Testament 
and has been 
a part of 
Christian 
worship since 
the second 
century. It is a 
gesture that 
we offer our 
neighbour - a 
kiss, a hug, a 
handshake – 
that is meant 
to suggest 
that we are 
reconciled 
with one 
another. 

 

 

 

The bread, 
wine and 
money offered 
at the Altar 
represent our 
lives, our 
work, our 
recreation, our 
families and 
our 
community. In 
other words, 
we offer to 
God all that 
we have and 
all that we do. 

 



✠ The Holy Eucharist 
 

Prayer Over the Gifts 
 

Priest: Gracious God,  
 accept the offering of your Church,  
 the hearts of your people  
 joined in praise and thanksgiving, 
 in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Priest: Blessed are you, gracious God,  
 Creator of heaven and earth,  
 all that you have made proclaims your glory.  
 Blessed are you  
 for when you willed to perfect what you had created from the beginning  
 you chose from your creatures servants to be your witnesses:  

From the heavens, a star; from the angels, Gabriel; from the waters, the Jordan; 
from the human race, Mary.  

 
Blessed are you, 
for you have called us in Christ, the firstborn of your new creation,  
to bear witness that in him all things are now made new.  
Therefore, we join with all those in every age who have so borne witness  
and with all the company of heaven  
who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name: 

 
  

The Eucharistic 
Prayer today is 
Supplementary 
Prayer #3 from 
the Anglican 
Church in 
Canada. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sanctus: All sing 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priest: We give thanks to you, Lord our God,  
 for the goodness and love 
 you have made known to us in creation; 
 in calling Israel to be your people 
 in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
 and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 
 For in these last days you sent him 
 to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.   

 In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
 and made us worthy to stand before you. 
 In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 
 out of sin into righteousness, 
 out of death into life. 
 

  
  

 

The Sanctus 
(from the Latin 
word “holy”) is 
an ancient 
hymn that is 
sung during 
the 
Eucharistic 
Prayer. It is 
adapted from 
Isaiah’s vision 
of the 
greatness of 
God, and from 
Matthew, 
where the 
people called 
out 
“Hosanna!” 
when Jesus 
entered 
Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On the night he was handed over 
 to suffering and death, 
 a death he freely accepted, 
 our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
 and when he had given thanks to you, 
 he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
 and said, “Take, eat: 
 this is my body which is given for you. 
 Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 After supper he took the cup of wine, 
 and when he had given thanks, 
 he gave it to them, 
 and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
 this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 which is shed for you and for may 
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Whenever you drink it, 
 do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 Therefore, Father, according to his command. 
 

People:   We remember his death,  
 we proclaim his resurrection, 
 We await his coming in glory;    

Priest: and we offer our sacrifice 
 of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 
 presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

 We pray you, gracious God, 
 to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 
 that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ 
 and his blood of the new covenant. 
 Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 
 that we, made acceptable in him, 
 may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
 

 In the fullness of time, 
 reconcile all things in Christ, 
 and make them new, 
 and bring us to that city of light 
 where you dwell with all your children; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 the firstborn of all creation, 
 the head of the Church, 
 and the author of our salvation; 

 

 by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, 
 now and for ever.  

All: Amen. 
 

Jesus’ life 
lived for and 
on behalf of 
others inspires 
us to see our 
own lives as a 
gift to be 
shared; and 
the 
resurrection 
affirms the 
counter-
intuitive 
wisdom that it 
is in letting go 
of what we are 
afraid to lose 
that we are 
transformed 
and made 
new. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  
 

Priest: We break the bread of life,  
 and that life is the light of the world.  
All: God here among us,  
 light in the midst of us, 
 bring us to light and life. 
 

Priest: The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Fraction Hymn: #147 (Common Praise) “Come, Dearest Child” All sing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord’s 
Prayer, found 
in both 
Matthew and 
Luke, is a 
prayer that 
captures the 
essence of 
our 
relationship 
with God and 
with one 
another. Give 
to us by Jesus 
himself, it is 
the most well-
known prayer 
in the world, 
and at any 
given time is 
being prayed 
in countless 
languages 
and dialects 
around the 
globe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fraction 
Hymn (from 
the Latin 
“fractio” 
meaning “to 
break”) is a 
hymn sung 
during the 
Eucharist 
when the 
priest breaks 
the 
consecrated 
bread. 



The Giving and Receiving of Communion   
 

Priest: Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be,  
 to receive Christ, in communion with the saints,    
 and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present with us now.  
  

For those of us participating at home, it is a strange experience to be invited to Communion  
– not through the physical bread and wine we can touch and taste –  

but a Spiritual Communion with the God who comes to meet us wherever we are. 
 

There are no special words or prayers for this, all the Church has ever thought necessary is genuine true 
desire, lively faith, and genuine love. Come honestly before God the way you know how.  

You may wish to pray quietly this prayer to help you: 
 
One: Lord, you stand at the door of my heart and knock. 
 You wait for me and only I can let you in. 
 I believe and trust in you and ask you now to fill me with your presence. 
 Feed me with your body and unite me in your blood,  
 that I may be your blessing to a world in need. Amen. 
 
The Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Communion Hymn: #42 (Sing a New Creation) “ All sing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Eucharist, 
also known as 
Communion, 
is a 
sacramental 
act of worship 
where we 
partake of the 
bread and 
wine.  A 
sacrament is 
“an outward 
and visible 
sign of an 
inward and 
spiritual 
grace.” This 
means that 
Jesus is 
somehow 
present to us 
in this ritual 
act, not by 
“magic,” but 
through the 
mystery of 
God’s 
revealing 
Godself in a 
unique way 
when we 
partake of the 
bread and 
wine. This is a 
two thousand 
year old ritual, 
instituted by 
Jesus at the 
Last Supper 
with his 
disciples. It is 
a radically 
open table to 
which all 
people are 
invited and 
welcome to 
participate in. 

 



Motet: “Jesus Christ the Apple Tree” (Elizabeth Poston)  
 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, 
Laden with fruit and always green: 
The trees of nature fruitless be 
Compared with Christ the apple tree. 
 

His beauty doth all things excel: 
By faith I know, but ne'er can tell, 
The glory which I now can see 
In Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
 

For happiness I long have sought, 
And pleasure dearly I have bought: 
I missed of all; but now I see 
'Tis found in Christ the apple tree. 
 

I'm weary with my former toil, 
Here I will sit and rest awhile: 
Under the shadow I will be, 
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
 

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, 
It keeps my dying faith alive; 
Which makes my soul in haste to be 
With Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

   ~Words from 'Divine Hymns or Spiritual Songs', compiled by Joshua Smith 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Priest: God of all the nations of the earth,  
 guide us with your light.  
 Help us to recognize Christ  
 as he comes to us in this eucharist  
 and in our neighbours.  
 May we welcome him with love  
 for he is Lord now and for ever.  
All: Amen. 
 
The Doxology  
 

Priest: Glory to God,  
All: whose power working in us  
 can do infinitely more  
 than we can ask or imagine.  
 Glory to God from generation to generation,  
 in the Church and in Christ Jesus  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This closing 
prayer is 
called the 
“Doxology”, 
which comes 
from the 
Greek word 
“doxalogia” 
meaning 
“words of 
glory.” This 
expression of 
praise 
proclaims that 
worshipping 
God together 
has made a 
difference in 
our lives. 
 



Departing Hymn: #346 (Gather) “Awake! Awake!” All sing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Dismissal 
 

Priest: Followers of Jesus, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
 serve the world God loves. Alleluia! 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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In the 
dismissal we 
affirm that we 
are now 
strengthened 
and nurtured 
to be sent out 
into the many 
circumstances 
of our lives to 
be agents of 
God’s grace.  
 


