
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
SUNDAY, APRIL 21, 2024, AT 9:00 A.M. 

The Church of the Redeemer: 
162 Bloor St. West, Toronto, ON M5S 1M4 

office@theredeemer.ca • Tel: (416) 922 4948• www.theredeemer.ca 



 
WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER! 

We are in the heart of downtown Toronto, and we gather to celebrate on the traditional lands of the Wendat, 

Haudenosaunee, and Anishinaabe Nations, including the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation.  Our 

beautiful building connects us to the rich heritage of our city while also drawing us deeper into the roots of 

our Anglican tradition. Just as the streetscape around us has evolved over the years, our members have 

changed to reflect the growing, vibrant and progressive Christian community found at the Redeemer today. 

We come from a variety of faith traditions (and sometimes no faith tradition at all), and we like it that way. 

We are students, workers, retired, homeless, not limited by sexual orientation, gender identity or personal 

history. We are at the very beginning of our life with Jesus, and we are deeply steeped in a life complicated 

by faith. We open our doors to worship God and to learn about Jesus, and how all of this might just transform 

our lives. 

 

If you would like to stay up to date with our news and events, please feel free to subscribe to our eNewsletter 

by going to https://theredeemer.ca/post-17524 .  

theredeemer.ca   

instagram.com/TheRedeemerTO  

facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO 
 

 

 

 

Presider: Steven Mackison 
 

Welcome  
 

Land Acknowledgement 
 
 

  

https://theredeemer.ca/post-17524
http://theredeemer.ca/
http://facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO


Opening Hymn: #435 (Gather) “Sing to the Mountains” Redeemer Music Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Easter Greeting Steven Mackison 
 

Priest:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

People:  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Priest:   He has laid down his life. 

People: That we may have life more abundantly. 

 
The Collect of the Day Steven Mackison 
 

Priest: Shepherd of all, 

 by laying down your life for your flock you reveal your love for all. 

 Lead us from the place of death to the place of abundant life, 

 that guided by your care for us,  

 we may rightly offer our lives 

 in love for you and our neighbors.  

People: Amen. 
 

✠ Proclamation of the Word 
 

First Reading: Sylvia Keesmaat 
 

Reader: A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.   
 

The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and 

Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their 

midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what name did you do this?" Then Peter, filled with the Holy 

Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done 

to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all 

the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is 'the stone that was rejected by 

you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.' There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved." 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. Acts 4.5-12 

All: Thanks be to God. A moment of silence is observed 

 

  



Psalm 23: (Paraphrase): #519 (Common Praise) Redeemer Music Team 

 

 

Second Reading:  
 

Reader: A Reading from the First Letter of John.  Sylvia Keesmaat 
 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us - and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 

How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet 

refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will 

know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for 

God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 

boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do 

what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 

and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he 

abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 1 John 3.16-24 

All: Thanks be to God. A moment of silence is observed 

 

Sequence Hymn: There is a Reason” (Ron Block) Redeemer Music Team 
 

I've seen hard times and I've been told 

There isn't any wonder that I fall 

Why do we suffer, crossing off the years 

There must be a reason for it all 
 

I've trusted in You, Jesus, to save me from my sin 

Heaven is the place I call my home 

But I keep on getting caught up in this world I'm living in 

And Your voice it sometimes fades before I know 
 

  



Hurtin' brings my heart to You, crying with my need 

Depending on Your love to carry me 

The love that shed His blood for all the world to see 

This must be the reason for it all 
 

Hurtin' brings my heart to You, a fortress in the storm 

When what I wrap my heart around is gone 

I give my heart so easily to the ruler of this world 

When the one who loves me most will give me all 
 

In all the things that cause me pain You give me eyes to see 

I do believe but help my unbelief 

I've seen hard times and I've been told 

There is a reason for it all 
 

The Gospel Paige Souter 
 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 

All:   And also with you. 
 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All:   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Jesus said, "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who 

is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away _ 

and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care 

for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me 

and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep; I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. 

I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this 

reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, 

but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have 

received this command from my Father." 
 

Reader: The Gospel of Christ.  John 10.11-18 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily: Bill Ryan 

 

Prayers of the People Christina Chang 
 

Lord God, 

Early in the morning, 

When the world was young, 

You made life in all its beauty and terror, 

You gave birth to all that we know. 
 

We pray to you, 

Hear us, Lord of Glory. 
 

Early in the morning, 

When the world least expected it, 

A newborn child crying in a cradle 

Announced that you had come among us, 

That you were one of us. 



 

We pray to you, 

Hear us, Lord of Glory. 
 

Early in the morning, 

Surrounded by respectable liars, 

Religious leaders, anxious statesmen 

And silent friends, 

You accepted the penalty for doing good, 

For being God:  
You shouldered and suffered the cross. 
 

We pray to you, 

Hear us, Lord of Glory. 
 

Early in the morning 

A voice in a guarded graveyard and footsteps in the dew 

Proved that you had risen, that you came back 

To those and for those who had forgotten, denied and destroyed you. 
 

We pray to you, 

Hear us, Lord of Glory. 
 

Early in the morning 

In the multicoloured company 

Of your Church on earth and in heaven 

We celebrate your creation, 

            Your life, 

            Your death and resurrection, 

            Your interest in us: 
 

We pray to you, 

Hear us, Lord of Glory. 
 

Lord, bring new life where we are worn and tired, 

New love where we have turned hard-hearted, 

Forgiveness where we feel hurt and where we have wounded, 

And the joy and freedom of your Holy Spirit 

Where we are the prisoners of ourselves. 
 

We pray to you, 

Hear us, Lord of Glory. 
 

To all and to each 

Where regret is real, 

God pronounces pardon 

And grants us the right to begin again. 

Thanks be to God! 

Amen. 

 

The Peace Steven Mackison 

 

Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

 

  



Hymn: #231 (Common Praise) “That Eastertide with Joy was Bright” Redeemer Music Team  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Priest:   As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come, your will be done,  

 on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

 now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Giving and Receiving of Communion  Steven Mackison 
 

Priest: Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be,  

 to receive Christ, in communion with the saints, 

 and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present with us now.  
  

For those of us participating at home, it is a strange experience to be invited to Communion  
– not through the physical bread and wine we can touch and taste –  

but a Spiritual Communion with the God who comes to meet us wherever we are. 
 

There are no special words or prayers for this, all the Church has ever thought necessary is genuine true desire, lively faith, and 
genuine love. Come honestly before God the way you know how.  

You may wish to pray quietly this prayer to help you: 
 

  



One: Lord, you stand at the door of my heart and knock. 

 You wait for me and only I can let you in. 

 I believe and trust in you and ask you now to fill me with your presence. 

 Feed me with your body and unite me in your blood,  

 that I may be your blessing to a world in need. Amen. 

 

The Doxology Steven Mackison 
 

Priest: Glory to God,  

All: whose power working in us  

 can do infinitely more  

 than we can ask or imagine.  

 Glory to God from generation to generation,  

 in the Church and in Christ Jesus  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Announcements  
 

Departing Hymn: #419 (Common Praise) “Let All Creation Bless Our God” Redeemer Music Team 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



WORSHIP WITH US 

 

EASTERTIDE 

 
Sunday April 21 (Fourth Sunday after Easter) 

 

7:00 PM – Earth Day Taizé Eucharist 

(in the Church and through YouTube) 
 

8:00 PM – Compline (on Zoom only) 

 

 

Sunday April 28 (Fifth Sunday after Easter) 
 

9:00 AM – Spiritual Communion (on Zoom only) 
 

10:30 AM – Holy Eucharist (in the Church and through YouTube) 
 

7:00 PM – Taizé (in the Church and through YouTube) 
 

8:00 PM – Compline (on Zoom only) 

 
 

The Dismissal Paige Souter 
 

Priest: Go and follow in the way of the Good Shepherd. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 
 

FURTHER CREDITS FOR THIS BULLETIN 
All Liturgical Texts unless otherwise noted excerpted from the Book of Alternative Services © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican 

Church of Canada. All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General 

Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  

The cover image is the Good Shepherd stained glass window (detail) in the east transept of Church of the Redeemer. 

The Collect of the Day is adapted from “Alternative Collects for Years A, B & C of The Revised Common Lectionary And Seasonal Prayers 

Over The Gifts And After Communion”, Prepared by the Liturgy Task Force, Faith, Worship, and Ministry Committee Of the General Synod 

of the Anglican Church of Canada Prayers of the People are courtesy of the Iona Community. 

All music, not in the public domain, is reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-707061 

 
The Chancel Flowers are placed by Louise Fast: to the Glory of God and in memory of Joan Slamen on her birthday. 

 

 

 


