
Daily Prayer 

Feria 

Wednesday, July 17, 2024 

We enter into a time of  quiet. We offer to God our selves and in the silence know that God 

embraces us as God’s very own. We offer our hopes and our concerns through our prayers and in the 

silence listen for God. Today we hold in our prayers the ordinary moments in life—the trials and the 

joys. We begin by saying 

O Lord, open our lips. 

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Make me to know your ways, O Lord, 

and teach me your paths. 

The First Reading 

Ah, Assyria, the rod of my anger— 

   the club in their hands is my fury! 

Against a godless nation I send him, 

   and against the people of my wrath I command him, 

to take spoil and seize plunder, 

   and to tread them down like the mire of the streets. 

But this is not what he intends, 

   nor does he have this in mind; 

but it is in his heart to destroy, 

   and to cut off nations not a few. For he says: 

‘By the strength of my hand I have done it, 

   and by my wisdom, for I have understanding; 

I have removed the boundaries of peoples, 

   and have plundered their treasures; 

   like a bull I have brought down those who sat on thrones. 

My hand has found, like a nest, 



   the wealth of the peoples; 

and as one gathers eggs that have been forsaken, 

   so I have gathered all the earth; 

and there was none that moved a wing, 

   or opened its mouth, or chirped.’ 

Shall the axe vaunt itself over the one who wields it, 

   or the saw magnify itself against the one who handles it? 

As if a rod should raise the one who lifts it up, 

   or as if a staff should lift the one who is not wood! 

Therefore the Sovereign, the LORD of hosts, 

   will send wasting sickness among his stout warriors, 

and under his glory a burning will be kindled, 

   like the burning of fire. 

 Isaiah 10.5-7, 13-16 

The Psalm 

They crush your people, O Lord,  ♦ 

and afflict your heritage. 

They murder the widow and the stranger;  ♦ 

the orphans they put to death. 

And yet they say, ‘The Lord will not see,  ♦ 

neither shall the God of Jacob regard it.’  

Consider, most stupid of people;  ♦ 

you fools, when will you understand? 

He that planted the ear, shall he not hear?  ♦ 

He that formed the eye, shall he not see? 

He who corrects the nations, shall he not punish?  ♦ 

He who teaches the peoples, does he lack knowledge? 

The Lord knows every human thought,  ♦ 

that they are but a breath.  



Blessed are those whom you chasten, O Lord,  ♦ 

whom you instruct from your law; 

That you may give them rest in days of adversity,  ♦ 

until a pit is dug for the wicked. 

For the Lord will not fail his people,  ♦ 

neither will he forsake his inheritance. 

For justice shall return to the righteous,  ♦ 

and all that are true of heart shall follow it.   

  Psalm 94.5-15 
The Gospel Reading 

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 

earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the 

intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such 

was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by 

my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no 

one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 

chooses to reveal him.  

 Matthew 11.25-27 

In silence, we ask what the readings have to say to us today. Is there something that draws us more 

deeply into the reading? What does God have to say to us? What do we have to ask God?  

When the time is right, we conclude our time of  silence with the canticle  

The Canticle ~ A Song of  the Word of  the Lord 

Return to the Lord, who will have mercy, 

to our God, who will richly pardon. 

Seek the Lord while he may be found,  ♦ 

call upon him while he is near; 

Let the wicked abandon their ways,  ♦ 

and the unrighteous their thoughts; 



Return to the Lord, who will have mercy;  ♦ 

to our God, who will richly pardon. 

‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  ♦ 

neither are your ways my ways,’ says the Lord. 

‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  ♦ 

so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

‘As the rain and the snow come down from above,  ♦ 

and return not again but water the earth, 

‘Bringing forth life and giving growth,  ♦ 

seed for sowing and bread to eat, 

‘So is my word that goes forth from my mouth;  ♦ 

it will not return to me fruitless, 

‘But it will accomplish that which I purpose,  ♦ 

and succeed in the task I gave it.’  

  Isaiah 55.6-11 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Return to the Lord, who will have mercy, 

to our God, who will richly pardon. 

We continue in prayer for those people and situations that we hold up before God and 

continue with the concluding collect, the Lord’s prayer and the closing sentences. 

 

 



The Intercessions  

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, 

let us pray to the Father. 

O God, the creator and preserver of all, 

we pray for people in every kind of need; 

make your ways known on earth, 

your saving health among all nations … 

We pray for the good estate of the catholic Church; 

guide and govern us by your good Spirit, 

that all who profess and call themselves Christians 

may be led into the way of truth, 

and hold the faith in unity of spirit, 

in the bond of peace and in righteousness of life … 

We commend to your goodness 

all those who are any ways afflicted or distressed, 

in mind, body or estate; 

comfort and relieve them in their need, 

give them patience in their sufferings, 

and bring good out of all their afflictions … 

We remember those who have gone before us 

in the peace of Christ, 

and we give you praise for all your faithful ones, 

with whom we rejoice in the communion of saints … 

All this we ask for Jesus Christ’s sake. 

Our prayers conclude 

God, you know us from our creation 

and you understand our nature before we are born. 

Bless us in our searching for your will for our lives. 

Help us to hear the voice of your call when our lives seem empty 

and you seem far away, 



and grant us the courage to follow the path of service you have 

laid before each one of us 

and to find in it meaning, peace and joy, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

[let us pray as our Saviour taught us,] 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. Amen 

We conclude 

May God grant to the world justice, peace and truth. 

Amen. 
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