Daily Prayer
Feria
Wednesday, June 26, 2024

We enter into a time of quiet. We offer to God our selves and in the silence know that God
embraces us as God’s very own. We offer our hopes and our concerns through our prayers and in the
silence listen for God. Today we hold in our prayers the ordinary moments in life—the trials and the
J0ys. We begin by saying

O Lord, open our lips.

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Make me to know your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.

The First Reading

The high priest Hilkiah said to Shaphan the secretary, ‘| have found
the book of the law in the house of the LORD.” When Hilkiah gave
the book to Shaphan, he read it. Then Shaphan the secretary came
to the king, and reported to the king, ‘Your servants have emptied
out the money that was found in the house, and have delivered it
into the hand of the workers who have oversight of the house of

the LORD.’ Shaphan the secretary informed the king, ‘The priest
Hilkiah has given me a book.” Shaphan then read it aloud to the
king.

When the king heard the words of the book of the law, he tore his
clothes. Then the king commanded the priest Hilkkiah, Ahikam son of
Shaphan, Achbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary, and the
king's servant Asaiah, saying, ‘Go, inquire of the LORD for me, for the
people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that
has been found; for great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled
against us, because our ancestors did not obey the words of this



book, to do according to all that is written concerning us.’

Then the king directed that all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem
should be gathered to him. The king went up to the house of

the LORD, and with him went all the people of Judah, all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the priests, the prophets, and all the
people, both small and great; he read in their hearing all the words
of the book of the covenant that had been found in the house of
the LORD. The king stood by the pillar and made a covenant before
the LORD, to follow the LORD, keeping his commandments, his
decrees, and his statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to
perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. Al
the people joined in the covenant.

2 Kings 22.8-13; 23.1-3
The Psalm

Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes
and | shall keep it to the end.

Give me understanding and | shall keep your law; ¢
| shall keep it with my whole heart.

Lead me in the path of your commandments, ¢
for therein is my delight.

Incline my heart to your testimonies ¢
and not to unjust gain.

Turn away my eyes lest they gaze on vanifies; ¢
O give me life in your ways.

Confirm to your servant your promise, 4
which stands for all who fear you.

Turn away the reproach which | dread, +
because your judgements are good.



Behold, | long for your commandments; ¢
in your righteousness give me life.

Psaly 119.3340
The Gospel Reading

‘Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but
inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Are
grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles2 In the same way,
every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad

fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear
good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. Thus you will know them by their fruits.

Matthew 7.15-20

In silence, we ask what the readings have to say to us today. Is there something that draws us more
deeply into the reading? What does God have to say to us? What do we have to ask God?

When the time is right, we conclude onr time of silence with the canticle

The Canticle ~ A Song of the Word of the Lord

Return to the Lord, who will have mercy,
to our God, who will richly pardon.

Seek the Lord while he may be found, ¢
call upon him while he is near;

Let the wicked abandon their ways,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;

Return to the Lord, who will have mercy; +
to our God, who will richly pardon.

‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, ¢
neither are your ways my ways,’ says the Lord.



‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth, ¢
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

‘As the rain and the snow come down from above, ¢
and return not again but water the earth,

‘Bringing forth life and giving growth,
seed for sowing and bread to eat,

‘So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; ¢
it will not return to me fruitless,

‘But it will accomplish that which | purpose, ¢
and succeed in the task | gave it

Isaiah 55.6-11

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Return to the Lord, who will have mercy,
to our God, who will richly pardon.
We continue in prayer for those people and situations that we hold up before God and

continue with the concluding collect, the Lords prayer and the closing sentences.

The Intercessions

We pray for the flourishing of God'’s gifts to his Church, saying:
Lord of the Church,
in your mercy hear us.

God our Father, you give us gifts that we may work together
in the service of your Son:

bless the leaders of your Church,

that they may be firm in faith,



and humble before you.
Lord of the Church,
in your mercy hear us.

Bless those who teach,

that they may increase our understanding,
and be open to your word for them.

Lord of the Church,

in your mercy hear us.

Bless those who minister healing,

that they may bring wholeness to others,
yet know your healing in themselves.
Lord of the Church,

in your mercy hear us.

Bless those through whom you speak,

that they may proclaim your word in power,
yet open their ears to your gentle whisper.
Lord of the Church,

in your mercy hear us.

Bless those who work in your world today,
that in the complexity of their daily lives
they may live for you, fulfil your purposes,
and seek your kingdom first.

Lord of the Church,

in your mercy hear us.

Bless those who are uncertain of their gifts

and those who are powerless in this world’s eyes,

that they may be made strong in your gift of the Holy Spirit.
Lord of the Church,

hear our prayer,

and make us one in heart and mind

to serve you with joy for ever. Amen.



Our prayers conclude

Look, we pray, O Lord,

on our community.

Strengthen what is good within it

and teach us to cherish it.

Wherever there is suffering,

send your aid

and renew our commitment to one another,
that in our everyday lives

we may bear one another’s burdens
and rejoice to share one another’s joys,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[let us pray as our Saviour tanght us,]

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen

We conclude
May God grant to the world justice, peace and truth.

Amen.
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