
 

THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST 
SUNDAY, MAY 12, 2024, AT 9:00 A.M. 
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WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER! 

We are in the heart of downtown Toronto, and we gather to celebrate on the traditional lands of the Wendat, 

Haudenosaunee, and Anishinaabe Nations, including the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation.  Our 

beautiful building connects us to the rich heritage of our city while also drawing us deeper into the roots of 

our Anglican tradition. Just as the streetscape around us has evolved over the years, our members have 

changed to reflect the growing, vibrant and progressive Christian community found at the Redeemer today. 

We come from a variety of faith traditions (and sometimes no faith tradition at all), and we like it that way. 

We are students, workers, retired, homeless, not limited by sexual orientation, gender identity or personal 

history. We are at the very beginning of our life with Jesus, and we are deeply steeped in a life complicated 

by faith. We open our doors to worship God and to learn about Jesus, and how all of this might just transform 

our lives. 
 

If you would like to stay up to date with our news and events, please feel free to subscribe to our eNewsletter 

by going to https://theredeemer.ca/post-17524.  

theredeemer.ca   

instagram.com/TheRedeemerTO  

facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO 
 

 

 

Presider: Paige Souter 
 

Welcome  
 

Land Acknowledgement 
 

Opening Hymn: #577 (Gather) “Come My Way” Redeemer Music Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Easter Greeting Paige Souter 
 

Priest:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

People:  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Priest:  May his grace and peace be with you. 
All:  May he fill our hearts with joy. 
  

https://theredeemer.ca/post-17524
http://theredeemer.ca/
http://facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO


The Collect of the Day Paige Souter 
 

Priest:  Holy God, 
send your promised Spirit of revelation and wisdom, 
so that, in the blessed freedom of hope, 
we may witness to the grace of forgiveness 
and sing with joy to the One who makes us one. Amen. 

 

✠ Proclamation of the Word 
 

First Reading: Heather Bennett 
 

Reader: A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.   
 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach until the day when he was 

taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 

After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during 

forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave 

Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 

for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 

watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing 

up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 

same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 

Reader:  The word of the Lord.  Acts 1:1-11 

All: Thanks be to God. A moment of silence is observed 

 

Psalm 47 (George Black) Redeemer Music Team 

Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clap your hands, all you peoples; 

shout to God with a cry of joy. 

For the Most High is to be feared; 

the Ruler of all the earth. Refrain 
 

Who subdues the people under us, 

and the nations under our feet. 

Who chooses our inheritance for us, 

the pride of Jacob beloved of God. Refrain 
 

  



God has gone up with a shout, 

the Most High with the sound of the ram's-horn. 

Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

sing praises to our Sovereign sing praises. Refrain 
 

For God rules over all the earth; 

sing praises with all your skill. 

God reigns over the nations; 

God sits upon the highest throne. Refrain 
 

The nobles of the peoples have gathered together 

with the people of the God of Abraham. 

The rulers of the earth belong to God, 

to the One who is highly exalted. Refrain 

 

Second Reading:  Heather Bennett 
 

Reader: A Reading from Paul to the Ephesians.   
 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not 

cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the 

eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 

riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 

who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he 

raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and 

authority and power and dominion and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 

age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

Reader:  The word of the Lord.  Ephesians 1:15-23 
All: Thanks be to God. A moment of silence is observed 

 

Sequence Song: “Live Forever” (Billy Joe Shaver / Eddie Shaver) Redeemer Music Team 
 

I'm gonna live forever, I'm gonna cross that river  

I'm gonna catch tomorrow now  

You're gonna wanna hold me, just like I always told ya  

You're gonna miss me when I'm gone  
 

Nobody here will ever find me  

But I will always be around  

Just like the songs I leave behind me  

I'm gonna live forever now  
 

You fathers and you mothers, be good to one another  

Please try to raise your children right  

Don't let the darkness take 'em, don't make 'em feel forsaken  

Just lead 'em safely to the light  
 

  



When this old world is blown asunder  

And all the stars fall from the sky  

Remember someone really loves you  

We'll live forever you and I  
 

I'm gonna live forever, I'm gonna cross that river  

I'm gonna catch tomorrow now 
 

The Gospel Steven Mackison 
 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 

All:   And also with you. 
 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

All:   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything 

written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their 

minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to 

rise from the dead on the third day and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name 

to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you 

what my Father promised, so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing 

them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy, and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

Priest:  The Gospel of Christ.  Luke 24:44-53 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily: Steven Mackison 

 
A moment of silence is observed. 

 

Prayers of the People Sylvia Keesmaat 
 

Leader: On this day of the Ascension of Christ, let us pray with amazement, wonder, awe, astonishment. 

Joining Christ who intercedes for all the world before God, let us offer our prayers to God. 
 

O God, we stand amazed; for Christ ascended from the earth in order to be everywhere at once. We 

are in awe; for in leaving, Jesus has not left us alone. We thank you, O God, for the life of your Son. 

Turn our eyes continually to see, to gaze with wonder at your miraculous ways. 
 

Leader:  O God of wonder, 

All:  Let our prayers rise up. 
 

Leader: Turn the eyes of your people to see signs of Jesus everywhere. Show us where he is working for 

freedom, peace, and justice. 
 

Leader:  O God of wonder, 

All:  Let our prayers rise up. 
 

  



Leader: Turn the eyes of your church to see the places in which Christ dwells with those who are 

marginalized, victims of violence and war, and experiencing poverty, housing and food insecurity. 

Help us to see the body of Christ, wounded and yet bright with the light of the Spirit. 
 

Leader:  O God of wonder, 

All:  Let our prayers rise up. 
 

Leader: Turn the eyes of the leaders of nations to envision a new world in which peace and harmony reign. 

Turn the eyes of all in power to see the oppressed and the needy. For all who live by your inner 

sight, we give thanks. 
 

Leader:  O God of wonder, 

All:  Let our prayers rise up. 
 

Leader: Turn the eyes of all gathered here to see beyond this place. Help us to look toward our glorified 

Lord, and then to look back anew. 
 

Leader:  O God of wonder, 

All:  Let our prayers rise up. 
 

We pause for one minute at this time to offer our prayers aloud or silently. 
 

Leader: O God, keep us in the spirit of amazement. Keep us believing when we cannot see; keep us hoping 

while we wait; keep us looking for your presence. Fix our eyes on the glorious one who ascended to 

intercede, who will come in greatest glory, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Peace Steven Mackison 

 

Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

 

Offertory Hymn: #456 (Gather) “Lord, You Give the Great Commission” Redeemer Music Team 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer Paige Souter 

Priest:   As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come, your will be done,  

 on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

 now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Giving and Receiving of Communion  Paige Souter 
 

Priest: Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be,  

 to receive Christ, in communion with the saints, 

 and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present with us now.  
  

For those of us participating at home, it is a strange experience to be invited to Communion  
– not through the physical bread and wine we can touch and taste –  

but a Spiritual Communion with the God who comes to meet us wherever we are. 
 

There are no special words or prayers for this, all the Church has ever thought necessary is genuine true desire, livel faith, and 
genuine love. Come honestly before God the way you know how.  

You may wish to pray quietly this prayer to help you: 
 

  



One: Lord, you stand at the door of my heart and knock. 

 You wait for me and only I can let you in. 

 I believe and trust in you and ask you now to fill me with your presence. 

 Feed me with your body and unite me in your blood,  

 that I may be your blessing to a world in need. Amen. 

 

The Doxology Paige Souter 
 

Priest: Glory to God,  

All: whose power working in us  

 can do infinitely more  

 than we can ask or imagine.  

 Glory to God from generation to generation,  

 in the Church and in Christ Jesus  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

Departing Hymn: #245 (Common Praise) “O Lord Most High, Eternal King” Redeemer Music Team 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



WORSHIP WITH US 

 

EASTERTIDE 

 
Sunday May 12 (Ascension) 

 

7:00 PM – Be Still (in the Church and through YouTube) 

(Church is open from 6:30 PM) 
 

8:00 PM – Compline (on Zoom only) 

 

Sunday May 19 (Pentecost) 
 

9:00 AM – Spiritual Communion (on Zoom only) 
 

10:30 AM – Holy Eucharist (in the Church and through YouTube) 
 

8:00 PM – Compline (on Zoom only) 

 
 

The Dismissal Steven Mackison 
 

Priest: Let us go in peace to love and serve God. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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