
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2024, AT 10:30 A.M. 

The Church of the Redeemer: 
162 Bloor St. West, Toronto, ON M5S 1M4 
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WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER! 
We are in the heart of downtown Toronto, and we gather to celebrate on the traditional lands of the Wendat, 

Haudenosaunee, and Anishinaabe Nations, including the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation.  Our 

beautiful building connects us to the rich heritage of our city while also drawing us deeper into the roots of 

our Anglican tradition. Just as the streetscape around us has evolved over the years, our members have 

changed to reflect the growing, vibrant and progressive Christian community found at the Redeemer today. 

We come from a variety of faith traditions (and sometimes no faith tradition at all), and we like it that way. 

We are students, workers, retired, homeless, not limited by sexual orientation, gender identity or personal 

history. We are at the very beginning of our life with Jesus, and we are deeply steeped in a life complicated by 

faith. We open our doors to worship God and to learn about Jesus, and how all of this might just transform our 

lives. 
 

If you would like to stay up to date with our news and events, please feel free to subscribe to our eNewsletter 

by going to https://theredeemer.ca/news-events/ 

theredeemer.ca   

instagram.com/TheRedeemerTO  

facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO  

 

Presider: Paige Souter 
 

Land Acknowledgement 

During the season of Advent, we will begin the liturgy in silence. Therefore, all are encouraged 

to offer this prayer, acknowledging the lands on which we dwell, before the service begins. 

We acknowledge with respect that we gather today to celebrate on many traditional lands. 

We give thanks for those peoples whose lands are home to Redeemer: the Wendat, the 

Haudenosaunee and the Anishinaabe Nation, including the Mississaugas of the Credit First 

Nation. We pray that as we celebrate this Advent, we may help to create those things for 

which we wait: hope for a truthful tomorrow, a justice-filled peace, the joy of hearts and 

lives reconciled, and the love which binds us all as one. This we pray through Jesus Christ 

our Redeemer. Amen. 
 

Opening Song: #41 (Sing a New Creation) “Come, Come Emmanuel” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All rise at the sound of the bell 
 

  

We are 
currently in the 
Season of 
Advent, the 
beginning of 
the Church 
Year.  Advent 
means 
“coming” and 
over the four 
weeks the 
themes and 
readings are 
meant to 
speak of 
Jesus’ coming 
to us: as he 
first did in 
Bethlehem, as 
he does in our 
hearts, and as 
he will at the 
end of time. 

As the liturgy 
unfolds, enjoy 
the margin 
notes as a 
brief 
explanation 
and 
commentary, 
making the 
words more 
meaningful for 
worship. 

https://theredeemer.ca/news-events/
http://theredeemer.ca/
http://facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO


Opening Sentences 
 

Priest: Among the poor, among the proud, 

 among the persecuted, 

 among the privileged, 

All: Christ is coming to make all things new. 
 

Priest: In the private house, in the public place, 

 in the wedding feast, 

 in the judgment hall, 

All: Christ is coming to make all things new. 
 

Priest: With a gentle touch, with an angry word, 

 with a clear conscience, 

 with burning love, 

All: Christ is coming to make all things new. 
 

Priest: That the Kingdom might come, that the world might believe, 

 that the powerful might stumble, 

 that the hidden might be revealed, 

All: Christ is coming to make all things new. 
 

Priest: Within us, without us, behind us, before us, 

 in this place, in every place, 

 for this time, for all time, 

All: Christ is coming to make all things new. 

 

Opening Hymn: #117 (Common Praise) “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Opening 
Sentences 
come from the 
Iona 
Community, a 
diverse 
Christian 
group basing 
itself on a life 
of justice, 
worship and 
equality. 

 



The Collect of the Day  
 

Priest: God of promise, 

you look with favour on the lowly, 

you scatter the proud and you fill the hungry. 

May we, like Mary, respond to your call 

and be obedient to your will; 

through Jesus Christ who is to come. Amen. 
 

✠ Proclamation of the Word  Please be seated 

 

First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a  
 

Reader: A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Micah.  
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you 

shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from 

ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labour has 

brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall 

stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord 

his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and 

he shall be the one of peace.  
 

Reader: For the Word of God in scripture,  

 for the Word of God among us, 

 for the Word of God within us.  

All: Thanks be to God. One minute of silence is observed 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Micah was the 

last of the 

eighth-century 

prophets. Times 

are bad for his 

people: Assyria 

has captured 

Damascus and 

Samaria. 

Jerusalem has 

been besieged. 

But Micah sees 

hope, 

prophesying a 

messiah who 

will arise out of 

Bethlehem, 

bringing 

prosperity and 

peace. We hear 

these words 

today to set the 

tone for what 

will be revealed 

in the rest of 

today’s 

scripture; that in 

the least likely 

places and 

people, God 

makes God’s 

presence 

known. 



Canticle: #401 (Common Praise)  

“My Life Flows On in Endless Song (How Can I Keep from Singing)” All sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One minute of silence is observed 

  

In place of the 

Psalm we 

sometimes sing 

a canticle – a 

piece of 

scripture set to 

music. This is a 

paraphrase of 

the most 

famous canticle 

of all time, the 

Magnificat 

(anima mea) 

...which means 

“my soul 

magnifies.” 

These were the 

first words Mary 

spoke after 

today’s Gospel 

reading, when 

Elizabeth 

acclaims Mary 

as the one who 

will bear the 

Son of God. 

Pious legend 

has it that she 

sang these 

words. Whether 

or not that’s 

true, since we 

have come to 

know that God 

is among us in 

Jesus, how can 

we keep from 

singing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel Acclamation Please rise and sing 
 

 

We turn and face the Gospel as it is processed to the midst of the gathered community. 

We do this as a sign of respect and to symbolize that  

its message is at the centre of our lives and its truth is always before our eyes. 

 

The Gospel 
 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 

All:   And also with you. 
 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

All:   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where 

she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 

greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 

exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For 

as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by 

the Lord.” 
  

And Mary said, “my soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  

for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 

generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 

holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He 

has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has 

filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his 

servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.” 
 

Priest: The Gospel of Christ. Luke 1.39-55 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily: Steven Mackison 

 

  

The Acclamation 

(from the Latin 

“acclamare,” 

meaning “shout in 

approval”) is sung 

or said to prepare 

our hearts to 

receive the 

Gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

The angel Gabriel 

has given Mary 

two startling 

revelations that 

seem impossible: 

that she (a virgin) 

will bear a child 

who will be called 

Son of God; and 

that her relative, 

Elizabeth (who 

was barren), will 

also bear a child, 

John the Baptist, 

who will prepare 

the way for 

Jesus. This is a 

lot for anyone to 

take in, let alone 

two peasant 

women. Luke 

wants us to 

believe Gabriel’s 

words of 

encouragement 

to Mary: nothing 

will be impossible 

with God. 

 

 

The purpose of 

the homily (also 

known as the 

sermon) is to 

gather the 

themes of the 

readings together 

and articulate 

what they meant 

for those about 

whom they were 

written, and what 

they mean for us. 



Prayers of the People:  
 

Leader:  As we continue our Advent journey, may we open our minds and hearts to 

welcome Jesus in new and deeper ways into our lives and into the world.  
 

Emmanuel, help us to keep a holy Advent. As we wait for your coming anew into 

our midst, help us to draw closer to you and to each other. Help us to see the 

blessings of your presence. 
 

Please add your prayers either silently or aloud. 
 

Leader:  With open hearts, we pray,  

People:  Come, Lord Jesus 
 

Leader:  With tear-stained cheeks, we see the suffering and pain in our communities. We 

pray for comfort and strength and healing for all in need. We hold close to our 

hearts refugees and displaced peoples, victims of violence, war, racism, and 

gender-based violence. May we be a community of welcome and rest. 
 

Please add your prayers either silently or aloud. 
 

Leader:  With open hearts, we pray,  

People:  Come, Lord Jesus 
 

Leader: With hope filled hearts, we seek your peace and justice. We pray for an end to war 

and strife, for the protection of civilians, for soldiers, and for all who have died in 

conflicts. We pray for healing for the planet that is in peril. May we be advocates 

for peace and kin of creation.   
 

Please add your prayers either silently or aloud.  
 

Leader:  With open hearts, we pray,  

People:  Come, Lord Jesus 
 

Leader: With faith-filled spirits, we pray for our Redeemer Community and the Common 

Table. We pray for vision, faith, courage, and perseverance. May our community 

and ministry be a beacon of hope for all seekers who come to Redeemer, either 

online or in person. 
 

Please add your prayers either silently or aloud.  
 

Leader:  With open hearts, we pray,  

People:  Come, Lord Jesus 
 

Leader: With wearied souls, we pray for all those close to our hearts. We pray for those 

who are ill, isolated, homeless, afraid. May we be a source of comfort and care. 
 

Please add your prayers either silently or aloud.  
 

Leader:  With open hearts, we pray,  

People:  Come, Lord Jesus 
 

Leader: Emmanuel we long for you. We long for your kingdom. Come, Lord Jesus, Come. 

People:  Amen. 

 

The Peace  

 

Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

 

  

In the prayers 

of the people, 

we offer to 

God our 

cares and 

concerns, our 

joys and 

hopes, 

praying for 

the church, 

the world, the 

sick, the 

suffering, and 

those whom 

we love but 

see no more. 

Please feel 

free to say 

aloud the 

names of 

those people, 

places and 

situations 

who are in 

need of 

prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sharing 

of the peace 

has been a 

part of 

Christian 

worship since 

the second 

century. It is a 

gesture we 

share 

through a 

nod, a 

handshake, 

or by raising 

our hand in 

the peace 

symbol, as 

an 

expression of 

reconciliation 

with one 

another and 

with God. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offertory Hymn: #328 (Gather) “My Soul in Stillness Waits” All sing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

✠ The Holy Eucharist 
 

Prayer Over the Gifts 
 

Priest: Gracious God, 

by the power of the Spirit  
who sanctified the mother of your Son, 

make holy all we offer you this day. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The offering is 

our opportunity 

to worship God 

by giving back 

out of the 

abundance 

from which we 

have received. 

It is not 

obligatory, but 

the opportunity 

is there for all 

who wish to 

express their 

love to God 

through the 

giving of 

monetary gifts. 



The Great Thanksgiving  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Priest:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

 that we should at all times and in all places  

 give thanks and praise to you, 

 almighty and merciful God,  

 through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 You comforted your people  

 with the promise of the Redeemer, 

 through whom you will also make all things new 

 in the day when he comes to judge  

 the world in righteousness. 

 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Sanctus: #722 (Common Prayer) All sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Eucharist 

(Greek for 

“thanksgiving”) is 

a sacramental 

act of worship 

where we share 

bread and wine.  

A sacrament is 

“an outward and 

visible sign of an 

inward and 

spiritual grace.” 

Also known as 

“Communion” it 

is central to our 

faith and is 

practiced in most 

Christian 

churches in 

different forms.  

In the Eucharist 

we recall who 

Jesus Christ 

was, and the 

sacrifice he 

made for us on 

the cross. 

 

 

 

The Sanctus 

(from the Latin 

word “holy”) is an 

ancient hymn 

that is sung 

during the 

Eucharistic 

Prayer. It is 

adapted from 

Isaiah’s vision of 

the greatness of 

God, and from 

Matthew, where 

the people called 

out “Hosanna!” 

when Jesus 

entered 

Jerusalem. 

 



Priest: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:  

 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

 Blessed are you in the prophet’s hopes and dreams. 

 Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

 and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

 saying, Take and eat: this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word 

dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Priest: Holy God, we long for your spirit.  

Come among us. Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people.  

Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Priest: Blessing, praise and thanks to you, holy God,  

through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, world without end. 

 

 

 

 

 
Music: PICARDY; French carol (17th cent.); adapt. George Black (1931-2003) ©. 

 

 

  

The Eucharistic 

Prayer today is 

Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

in Canada 

Prayer 2. 

 



The Lord’s Prayer: #744 (Common Praise) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread  
 

Priest: God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 

People: Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 
 

Priest: The gifts of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

  

Given to us by 
Jesus himself, 
The Lord’s 
Prayer is the 
most well-
known prayer 
in the world, 
and at any 
given time is 
being prayed 
in countless 
languages 
and dialects 
around the 
globe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fraction Anthem: Antiphon for Advent IV (Ephrem Feeley) 
 

Behold, a virgin shall conceive 

And bear a son. 

And his name shall be called, 

Emmanuel, 

God-with-us. 

 

The Giving and Receiving of Communion   
 

Priest: Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be,  

 to receive Christ, in communion with the saints,    

 and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present with us now.  
  

For those of us participating at home, it is a strange experience to be invited to Communion  
– not through the physical bread and wine we can touch and taste –  

but a Spiritual Communion with the God who comes to meet us wherever we are. 
 

There are no special words or prayers for this, all the Church has ever thought necessary is genuine true 
desire, lively faith, and genuine love. Come honestly before God the way you know how.  

You may wish to pray quietly this prayer to help you: 

 

One: Lord, you stand at the door of my heart and knock. 

 You wait for me and only I can let you in. 

 I believe and trust in you and ask you now  

 to fill me with your presence. 

 Feed me with your body and unite me in your blood,  

 that I may be your blessing to a world in need. Amen. 

 

  

The Fraction 
Song (from the 
Latin “fractio” 
meaning “to 
break”) is a 
hymn or song 
sung during 
the Eucharist 
when the 
priest breaks 
the 
consecrated 
bread. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Healing/Anointing 
 

During the distribution of Holy Eucharist the ministry of anointing will be offered. 
If you desire prayers for healing and the ministry of anointing, after you have received Holy Eucharist please 

move to one of the Lay Anointers on the outside of our liturgical space. 
You may also light a candle if you wish. 

 

The Communion 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Intinction is the practice of dipping the bread or wafer into the wine when receiving communion. 

This practice is not allowed in churches in the Diocese of Toronto, including the Church of the Redeemer, for 
health and safety reasons. 

 

 

Communion Hymn: #350 (Gather) “God’s Surprise” All sing 

 

 

  

The word 
"anoint" 
comes from 
the Latin 
"unguere" 
which means 
"to smear".  It 
is an ancient 
practice of 
physically 
applying oil as 
an outward 
sign of God’s 
healing 
presence for 
body, mind, 
and spirit. It is 
a symbol 
combining the 
tangible liquid 
and God's 
Spirit, placing 
the anointed 
on a bridge 
between 
Heaven and 
Earth. 

 

 



Motet: “O Magnum Mysterium” (Tomas Luis de Victoria) 
 

O magnum mysterium 

et admirabile sacramentum, 

ut animalia viderent Dominum natum 

jacentem in praesepio. 

O beata Virgo, cujus viscera meruerunt 

portare Dominum Jesum Christum. 

Alleluia! 

O great mystery and wonderful sacrament, 

that even the animals  

should see the new-born Lord 

lying in a manger! 

O blessed is the Virgin, whose womb 

was worthy to bear Christ the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Priest: All your works praise you, O Lord. 

All: your faithful servants bless you. 
 

Priest: Gracious God, 

All: we thank you for feeding us  

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

May we, who share his body, live his risen life; 

we, who drink his cup, bring life to others; 

we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so that we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

  

 

 



Departing Hymn: “Come, Thou Redeemer of the Earth” All sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Priest: Go forth in love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

 

 
 

FURTHER CREDITS FOR THIS BULLETIN 

 
All Liturgical Texts unless otherwise noted excerpted from the Book of Alternative Services © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican 

Church of Canada. All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General 

Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited. The Opening Sentences and 

Reading Response are courtesy of the Iona Community.  The Collect is from Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (2002) alt.  

Prayers of the People written by Paige Souter. Cover art by Yani Feng. 
All music, not in the public domain, is reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-707061 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the 
Dismissal 
("dismiss" is 
derived from 
the Latin 
"dimittere" 
meaning "to 
send away”), 
we affirm that 
together in 
worship we 
are 
strengthened 
and nurtured. 
We are now 
sent away into 
the world to be 
agents of 
God’s grace. 



 

WORSHIP WITH US 
 

Sunday, December 22 (Advent 4) 

7:00 PM – Blue Christmas (in the Church and through YouTube) 

8:00 PM – Compline (on Zoom only) 

 
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH US 

 

Tuesday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

3:00 PM – Cozy Christmas (in the Church and through YouTube) 

7:30 PM - Rockin’ Christmas Eve - Traditional Carols and the Rock Eucharist Band 

(in the Church and through YouTube) 

10:30 PM - Carols, Procession & Solemn Sung Eucharist (in the Church and through YouTube) 
 

Wednesday, December 25 (Christmas Day) 

10:30 AM - Christmas Day Holy Eucharist (in the Church and through YouTube) 

 

Sunday December 29 (First Sunday after Christmas) 
 

9:00 AM – Spiritual Communion (on Zoom only) 
 

10:30 AM – Holy Eucharist (in the Church and through YouTube) 
 

8:00 PM – Compline (on Zoom only) 

 

Sunday January 5 (Epiphany) 
 

9:00 AM – Spiritual Communion (on Zoom only) 
 

10:30 AM – Holy Eucharist (in the Church and through YouTube) 
 

8:00 PM – Compline (on Zoom only) 
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