Daily Prayer
Easter Feria
Wednesday, May 21, 2025

We enter into a time of quiet. We offer to God our selves and in the silence know that God
embraces us as God’s very own. We offer our hopes and our concerns through our prayers and in the
silence listen for God. Today we hold in our prayers the ordinary moments in life—the trials and the
Joys. We begin by saying

O Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

In your resurrection, O Christ
let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia.

The First Reading

Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were
teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to
the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” And after Paul and
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and
Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to
Jerusalem to discuss this question with the apostles and the

elders. So they were sent on their way by the church, and as they
passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported the
conversion of the gentiles and brought great joy to all the brothers
and sisters. When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by
the church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all
that God had done with them. But some believers who belonged to
the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, “It is necessary for them
to be circumcised and ordered to keep the law of Moses.”

The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter.
Acts 15.7-6



The Psalm

| was glad when they said to me, ¢
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’

And now our feet are standing ¢
within your gates, O Jerusalem;

Jerusalem, built as a city
that is at unity in itself.

Thither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, +
as is decreed for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the Lord.

For there are set the thrones of judgement, ¢
the thrones of the house of David.

O pray for the peace of Jerusalem: +
‘May they prosper who love you.

‘Peace be within your walls ¢
and tranquillity within your palaces.’

For my kindred and companions’ sake, ¢
| will pray that peace be with you.

For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, ¢
| will seek to do you good.

Psalm 122

The Gospel Reading

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit
he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been
cleansed by the word that | have spoken to you. Abide in me as |
abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it



abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. | am the
vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in me and | in them
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do

nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the
fire, and burned. If you abide in me and my words abide in you, ask
for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.

John 15.1-8

In silence, we ask what the readings have to say to us today. Is there something that draws us more

deeply into the reading? What does God have to say to us? What do we have to ask God?

When the time is right, we conclude onr time of silence with the canticle.

The Canticle ~ A Song of the Covenant

| have given you as a light to the nations,
and | have called you in righteousness.

Thus says God, who created the heavens, ¢
who fashioned the earth and all that dwells in it;

Who gives breath to the people upon it ¢
and spirit to those who walk in it,

‘I am the Lord and | have called you in righteousness, ¢
| have taken you by the hand and kept you;

‘I have given you as a covenant to the people, +
a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind,

‘To bring out the captives from the dungeon, ¢
from the prison, those who sit in darkness.

‘I am the Lord, that is my name; ¢
my glory | give to no other.’

Isaiah 42.5-8a



Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

| have given you as a light to the nations,
and | have called you in righteousness.

We continne in prayer for those people and situations that we hold up before God and

continue with the concluding collect, the Lords prayer and the closing sentences.

The Intercessions

We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity.

Jesus, light of the world,

bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations ...
Jesus, Lord of life,

in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, bread of life,

give food to the hungry ...

and nourish us all with your word.
Jesus, Lord of life,

in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, our way, our truth, our life,

be with us and all who follow you in the way ...
Deepen our appreciation of your truth

and fill us with your life.

Jesus, Lord of life,

in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep,
recover the straggler,

bind up the injured,

strengthen the sick



and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures.
Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, the resurrection and the life,

we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you ...
Raise us with them to eternal life.

Jesus, Lord of life,

in your mercy, hear us,

accept our prayers, and be with us always. Amen.

Our prayers conclude

God of glory,

your Son’s rising fills the world with light

and your people’s hearts with joy.

In the exultation of this holy season,

drive from us the darkness of despair and confusion,
that we may live all our days

in the power of the victory over death

of your Son, Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

[let us pray as our Savionr taught us,]

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,



and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen
We conclude

May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life.
Amen.
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