
Daily Prayer 
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Wednesday, July 2, 2025 

We enter into a time of  quiet. We offer to God our selves and in the silence know that God 

embraces us as God’s very own. We offer our hopes and our concerns through our prayers and in the 

silence listen for God. Today we hold in our prayers the ordinary moments in life—the trials and the 

joys. We begin by saying 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Make me to know your ways, O Lord 

and teach me your paths.  

The First Reading 

Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to 

him.  

The child grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great 

feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of 

Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with 

her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman 

with her son, for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along 

with my son Isaac.” The matter was very distressing to Abraham on 

account of his son. But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed 

because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever 

Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that 

offspring shall be named for you. As for the son of the slave woman, 

I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.” So 

Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of 

water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with 



the child, and sent her away. And she departed and wandered 

about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 

When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one 

of the bushes. Then she went and sat down opposite him a good 

way off, about the distance of a bowshot, for she said, “Do not let 

me look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, 

she lifted up her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of the 

boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said 

to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid, for God has 

heard the voice of the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and 

hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of 

him.” Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. She 

went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness 

and became an expert with the bow.  

 Genesis 21.5, 8-20 

The Psalm 

I will bless the Lord at all times;  ♦ 

his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 

My soul shall glory in the Lord;  ♦ 

let the humble hear and be glad. 

O magnify the Lord with me;  ♦ 

let us exalt his name together. 

I sought the Lord and he answered me  ♦ 

and delivered me from all my fears. 

Look upon him and be radiant  ♦ 

and your faces shall not be ashamed.  

 



This poor soul cried, and the Lord heard me  ♦ 

and saved me from all my troubles. 

The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him  ♦ 

and delivers them. 

O taste and see that the Lord is gracious;  ♦ 

blessed is the one who trusts in him.  

  Psalm 34.1-5 

The Gospel Reading 

When he came to the other side, to the region of the 

Gadarenes, two men possessed by demons came out of the tombs 

and met him. They were so fierce that no one could pass that 

way. Suddenly they shouted, “What have you to do with us, Son of 

God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?” Now a 

large herd of swine was feeding at some distance from them. The 

demons begged him, “If you cast us out, send us into the herd of 

swine.” And he said to them, “Go!” So they came out and entered 

the swine, and suddenly, the whole herd stampeded down the 

steep bank into the sea and drowned in the water. The swineherds 

ran off, and, going into the town, they told the whole story about 

what had happened to the men possessed by demons. Then the 

whole town came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw him they 

begged him to leave their region.   

 Matthew 8.28-34 

In silence, we ask what the readings have to say to us today. Is there something that draws us more 

deeply into the reading? What does God have to say to us? What do we have to ask God?  

When the time is right, we conclude our time of  silence with the canticle. 

 

 



The Canticle ~ A Song of  the Lord’s Anointed 

The Lord has anointed me 

and sent me to bring good news to the oppressed. 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me  ♦ 

because he has anointed me. 

He has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,  ♦ 

to bind up the broken-hearted, 

To proclaim liberty to the captives,  ♦ 

and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 

To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,  ♦ 

to comfort all who mourn, 

To give them a garland instead of ashes,  ♦ 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit, 

That they may be called oaks of righteousness,  ♦ 

the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. 

For as the earth puts forth her blossom,  ♦ 

and as seeds in the garden spring up, 

So shall the Lord God make righteousness and praise  ♦ 

blossom before all the nations. 

You shall be called priests of the Lord;  ♦ 

they shall speak of you as ministers of our God. 

  Isaiah 61.1-3, 11, 6a 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 



The Lord has anointed me 

and sent me to bring good news to the oppressed. 

We continue in prayer for those people and situations that we hold up before God and 

continue with the concluding collect, the Lord’s prayer and the closing sentences. 

The Intercessions  

We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity. 

Jesus, light of the world, 

bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations … 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

Jesus, bread of life, 

give food to the hungry … 

and nourish us all with your word. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, 

be with us and all who follow you in the way … 

Deepen our appreciation of your truth 

and fill us with your life. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, 

recover the straggler, 

bind up the injured, 

strengthen the sick 

and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

 



Jesus, the resurrection and the life, 

we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you …  

Raise us with them to eternal life. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us, 

accept our prayers, and be with us always. Amen. 

Our prayers conclude 

Lord of all, 

through your power you created us in the beginning 

and through your love you call us back to you each day. 

Open our hearts to the promptings of your Spirit, 

that our lives would be filled with your peace, your joy, 

and your righteousness, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

[let us pray as our Saviour taught us,] 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. Amen 

We conclude 

May Christ our Saviour give us peace.  

Amen. 
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