
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER! 

We are in the heart of downtown Toronto, and we gather to celebrate on the traditional lands of the Wendat, 

Haudenosaunee, and Anishinaabe Nations, including the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation.  Our 

beautiful building connects us to the rich heritage of our city while also drawing us deeper into the roots of 

our Anglican tradition. Just as the streetscape around us has evolved over the years, our members have 

changed to reflect the growing, vibrant and progressive Christian community found at the Redeemer today. 

We come from a variety of faith traditions (and sometimes no faith tradition at all), and we like it that way. 

We are students, workers, retired, homeless, not limited by sexual orientation, gender identity or personal 

history. We are at the very beginning of our life with Jesus, and we are deeply steeped in a life complicated by 

faith. We open our doors to worship God and to learn about Jesus, and how all of this might just transform our 

lives. 
 

If you would like to stay up to date with our news and events, please feel free to subscribe to our eNewsletter 

by going to theredeemer.ca/newsletters. 

theredeemer.ca   

instagram.com/TheRedeemerTO  

facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO 

 

Presider: Steven Mackison 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
 

During the season of Advent, we will begin the liturgy in silence. Therefore, all are encouraged to offer this 

prayer, acknowledging the lands on which we dwell, before the service begins.  
 

As we draw near to the celebration of Christ’s birth, 

we pause on this fourth Sunday of Advent to acknowledge the land that sustains us— land cared for with 

devotion and wisdom by Indigenous peoples across generations. We honour the traditional caretakers of this 

land: the Wendat, the Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe, and the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. We 

gather from many homes and homelands— Indigenous, settlers, and newcomers— knit together by the love of 

God that draws near in flesh and promise. Holy One, you come to us in unexpected ways— in the courage of 

Mary, 

in the steadfastness of Joseph, in the quiet unfolding of your love within the world. As we prepare to welcome 

Emmanuel, God-with-us, teach us to cherish the land where we dwell, 

to honour the covenants made and broken, and to participate in healing wherever harm has been done. May 

our worship bear witness to the reconciling love you plant among us, 

made known in Jesus Christ, Love made flesh for all creation. Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: #40 (SANC) “No Wind at the Window”    Led by Redeemer Music Team 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Sentences            Steven Mackison 
 

Priest: Among the poor, 

 among the proud, 

 among the persecuted, 

 among the privileged, 

All: Christ is coming to make all things new. 
 

Priest: In the private house, 

 in the public place, 

 in the wedding feast, 

 in the judgment hall, 

All: Christ is coming to make all things new. 
 

Priest: With a gentle touch, 

 with an angry word, 

 with a clear conscience, 

 with burning love, 

All: Christ is coming to make all things new. 



Priest: That the Kingdom might come, 

 that the world might believe, 

 that the powerful might stumble, 

 that the hidden might be revealed, 

All: Christ is coming to make all things new. 
 

Priest: Within us, without us, 

 behind us, before us, 

 in this place, in every place, 

 for this time, for all time, 

All: Christ is coming to make all things new. 
 

The Collect of the Day           Steven Mackison 

Priest: God of grace, give us the faith of Joseph 

 to see the Spirit’s work  

where the world sees only shame; to listen to the promise 

and to awaken to the cry of life renewed and love reborn; 

through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come. Amen. 

 

✠ Proclamation of the Word   

 

First Reading: Isaiah 7.10-16   Abigail Young  
 

Reader:  A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.   
 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, "Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 

heaven." But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test." Then Isaiah said, "Hear then, 

O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord 

himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him 

Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For 

before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in 

dread will be deserted. 
 

Reader:    For the Word of God in scripture,  

                 for the Word of God among us, 

 for the Word of God within us.  

All: Thanks be to God.  
A moment of silence is observed 

 

Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19  Led by Redeemer Music Team 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. Refrain  
 

O God of hosts, 

how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 

You have fed them with the bread of tears; 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. Refrain 
 

You have made us the derision of our neighbours, 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. Refrain 

 

Let your hand be upon your chosen people, 

those you have made so strong for yourself. 

And so will we never turn away from you; 

give us life, that we may call upon your name. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. Refrain 

 

 
A moment of silence is observed 

 

Sequence Song: Heliseb väljadel (Ave Maria) (Urmas Sisask)  Led by Redeemer Music Team

   
 

The Gospel    Liska Stefko 
 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 

All:   And also with you. 
 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

All:   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 

Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. Her husband 

Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 

But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All this 

took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: "Look, the virgin shall become 

pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." When 

Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no 

marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

Priest: The Gospel of Christ. Matthew 1.18-25  

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily: Liska Stefko 

 



Prayers of the People            Elli Howard 

 

Leader:  Loving and Faithful God,   

come close and draw us to yourself;   

help us to love you with our whole heart,   

and turn us to love our neighbours as ourselves. 

All:  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

 

Leader:  Jesus, our Emmanuel,   

you broke into our mortal world in humility and love.   

Come to us now as our lives are marred by war, indifference, cruelty and sin.   

Give hope and wisdom to those who negotiate for peace.     

Give respite and aid to those who have lost everything   

and who, right now, live in grief and fear.   

Bring your gifts of justice and peace to all.   

All:  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

 

Leader:  Lord God of the universe, creator of all that is.    

Forgive our greed and hubris   

that have led to the destruction of so much   

that is good in the natural world.    

Bless those who work to revive and protect our fragile planet.   

Turn our hearts to give us the will and the wisdom   

to do our part to heal this our good earth.  

All:  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

 

Leader: Jesus, our healer, your cross shows your faithfulness to us   

and your willingness to come along side of us in our suffering.   

Bring your healing touch to all in need;   

the sick and the friendless, the homeless and the captive,   

the weary and the depressed, and for all the cares we have on our hearts this day. 
 

Please add your prayers either silently or aloud. 
 

      Leader:   Come to us in the power of your healing love; bring health, comfort, and hope. 

All:  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

 

Leader: Jesus, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end,   

we thank you for giving us the precious gift of life   

and for sustaining us day to day.   

Thank you for all the ways you reveal yourself to us;   

goodness and beauty, comfort and wholeness,   

friendship and love. Thank you for guiding us, caring for us,   

bringing us closer to you step-by-step each day until at last,   

we meet you face-to-face in your heavenly kingdom.  

All:  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

 

 

 

 

 



The Peace  
 

Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All:   And also with you. 

 

Offertory Hymn: #89 (Common Praise) “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”    Led by Redeemer Music Team 

 

 

 

 

  



The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Priest:  As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

 Your kingdom come, your will be done,  

 on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

 now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Giving and Receiving of Communion   
 

Priest:      Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be,  

to receive Christ, in communion with the saints, 

and the gathering of God’s people, 

unseen and yet present with us now.  
 

For those of us participating at home, it is a strange experience to be invited to Communion 
– not through the physical bread and wine we can touch and taste – 

but a Spiritual Communion with the God who comes to meet us wherever we are. 
 

There are no special words or prayers for this, all the Church has ever thought necessary is genuine true desire, 

lively faith, and genuine love. Come honestly before God the way you know how. 
You may wish to pray quietly this prayer to help you: 

 

 One:    Lord, you stand at the door of my heart and knock. 

  You wait for me and only I can let you in. 

  I believe and trust in you and ask you now  

  to fill me with your presence. 

  Feed me with your body and unite me in your blood,  

  that I may be your blessing to a world in need. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Departing Hymn: #122 (Common Praise) “In the Bleak Midwinter” All sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dismissal 

 

Priest: Go forth in hope and serve the Lord. Alleluia!  

All:    Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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WORSHIP WITH US   

 Sunday, December 21 (Advent 4)  

4:00 PM – Quiet Christmas (in the Church and through YouTube)  

8:00 PM – Compline (on Zoom only)  

  

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH US   

Wednesday, December 24 (Christmas Eve)  

3:00 PM – Cozy Christmas (in the Church and through YouTube)  

7:30 PM - Rockin’ Christmas Eve - Traditional Carols and the Rock Eucharist Band  

(in the Church and through YouTube)  

10:30 PM - Carols, Procession & Sung Eucharist (in the Church and through YouTube)  

  

Thursday, December 25 (Christmas Day)  

10:30 AM - Christmas Day Holy Eucharist (in the Church and through YouTube)  

 

Sunday, December 28 (First Sunday in Christmas) 

9:00 AM – Spiritual Communion (on Zoom only)  

10:30 AM – Holy Eucharist (in the Church and through YouTube)  

 

SEASON OF EPIPHANY  

Sunday, January 4 (Epiphany) 

9:00 AM – Spiritual Communion (on Zoom only)  

4:00 PM –  Be Still (in the Church) 

10:30 AM – Holy Eucharist (in the Church and through YouTube)  

 
 


