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May 13, 1954 – November 21, 2025 
 

The Church of the Redeemer, Toronto 
Friday, December 5th, 2025 



 Burial Sentences  Sung by the Schola   Please stand 
 

I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord: he that believeth in me, 

though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth 

in me shall never die.   
 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day 

upon the earth.  
 

We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing 

out. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: blessed be the name of 

the Lord. I heard a voice from heaven, saying unto me,  
 

Write, From henceforth blessed are the dead which die in the Lord: Even 

so, saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labours. 

  

Welcome: The Rev’d Liska Stefko   

 

Hymn: #381 (Common Praise) “Praise my Soul, the King of Heaven”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Priest: God of all consolation, in your unending love and mercy   

 you turn the darkness of death into the dawn of new life. 

 Show compassion to your people in their sorrow. Be our 

refuge and our strength to lift us from the darkness of grief  

 to the peace and light of your presence. Your Son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ, by dying for us, conquered death and by rising 

again, restored life. May we then go forward eagerly to meet 

him, and after our life on earth be reunited with our brothers 

and sisters where every tear will be wiped away.  

 We ask this through Jesus Christ, the Lord.  Amen. 
 

 Please be seated 

First Reading  Read by Margaret Stuart 
 

Reader: A reading from the book of Isaiah. 

Thus says the Lord, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 

called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the 

waters, I will be with you. When you walk through fire you will not 

be burned. For I am the Lord your God. You are precious in my 

sight, and honoured, and I love you, Do not fear, for I am with you; 

everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, 

whom I formed and made.” 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. Isaiah 43:1-7 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Response: "Verleih uns Frieden" (Felix Mendelssohn)          
 Sung by the Schola 

 

Second Reading   Read by Galen Clark 
 

Reader: A reading from the first letter of Peter. 

Draw near to the living stone, the Chosen One who was rejected by 

mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight. And, like living 

stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, a holy temple, to 

offer your lives to God. For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying 

Verleih uns Frieden gnädiglich, 

Herr Gott, zu unsern Zeiten; 

Es ist doch ja kein ander nicht, 

Der für uns könnte streiten, 

Denn du, unser Gott, alleine. 

Grant us peace graciously, 

Lord God, in our time; 

there is indeed no other 

who could fight for us 

than you, our God, alone. 



for you a cornerstone, one that is highly honoured. The hearts of all 

who trust in him will never fall to the ground.” 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 1 Peter 2:4-6 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn: “Great is Thy Faithfulness” Please stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Please be seated 



Gospel Reading   Read by David Gates 
 

 

Reader: A reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 
 

      When Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing 

to him  and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in 

terrible distress.” And he said to him, “I will come and cure him.” The 

centurion answered, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under 

my roof, but only speak the word, and my servant will be healed.” 

When Jesus heard him, he was amazed and said to those who 

followed him, “Truly I tell you, in no one in Israel have I found such 

faith. I tell you, many will come from east and west and will take their 

places at the banquet with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the 

kingdom of heaven, while the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown 

into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.” And Jesus said to the centurion, “Go; let it be done for you 

according to your faith.” And the servant was healed in that hour. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. Matthew 8:5-8, 10-13 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Homily: Liska Stefko 
 

Motet: “The Road Home” (Stephen Paulus / Michael Dennis Browne) 

  Sung by the Schola 
The Prayers 
 

Prayers are offered in thanksgiving for the gift of Paul’s life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Priest: Gathering all our cares into one, let us pray. 

All:         Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Contakion  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Prayer of Commendation                                                                
 

Priest:    Into your hands, O merciful Saviour, we commend your 

servant Paul. Acknowledge, we pray, a sheep of your own 

fold, a lamb of your own flock, a beloved of your own 

redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy,  

  into the blessed rest of everlasting peace,  

  and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 

 

  Eternal rest grant to him, O Lord, 

  And let perpetual light shine upon him. 

  May his soul, and the souls of all the departed, 

  through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
 

 

 

 



The Blessing & Dismissal 
 

Priest:   May Christ the Good Shepherd enfold you with love,  

 fill you with peace, and lead you in hope, this day and all your 

days; and the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be 

among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Priest:  Let us go forth in peace. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Departing Hymn: #565 (CP) “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” 
   All sing 
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