
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OUR VISION 

Becoming the Body of Christ at the corner of Bloor & Avenue Road and beyond 
 

Guided by commitment to our shared values, we seek to become the body of Christ, nurturing a 

lively faith, a persistent hope, and an ever-expanding love for God’s world.  
 

We seek to –  open our doors and hearts, embracing all who seek a sacred space. We offer  

 worship in many forms, touching the hearts of those yearning for spiritual  

 connection, in-person or online. 
 

We seek to –  listen deeply, hearing the stories of Jesus and of one another with open minds and  

 hearts. Through faithful questioning, reflection, and shared learning, we grow  

 together in wisdom and grace.  
 

We seek to –  serve with generous hospitality, gathering at the table with our physical and  

 spiritual hunger. We walk alongside one another with compassion in the seasons  

 and conditions of life, sharing our needs and thanks.  
 

We seek to –  embody Jesus' teachings that all people are God's children, worthy of love, and that  

 all of creation is interconnected. Where structures or attitudes threaten or diminish,  

 we advocate for justice, peace, equity and ecological responsibility. 
 

We seek to –  reach out in-person and virtually to the world around us. We dare to love in word 

 and action so that others see something of God in their midst. 
 

OUR VALUES 
 

Compassion:  meeting every soul with tenderness and dignity 
 

Openness:  welcoming questions, embracing differences, and following the movement of the  

 Spirit 
 

Respect:  honouring each person's unique story and gifts, and the inherent worth of all  

 Creation 
 

Inclusion:  making room for all to enter, find a place, and participate fully  
 

Stewardship:  nurturing respect for our resources and partnerships for long-term vitality  

 
Christ has no body now but ours, no 

hands, no feet on earth but ours.                                                                                            

Ours are the eyes with which he looks 

compassionately on this world. Ours 

are the feet with which he walks to do 

good, Ours are the hands, with which 

he blesses all the world. 

Teresa of Avila (Adapted) 



 WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER! 

Who We Are 

We are followers of Jesus: children, young adults, families, and seniors who come from a 

variety of backgrounds. We are long-time members and newcomers; people of deep faith 

and those still searching; people shaped by many traditions—and sometimes seeking a 

deeper sense of faith and community. We are not limited by ability, age, economic status, 

ethnicity, gender identity, personal history or sexual orientation.   
 

 

Where We Stand 

Dwelling on the traditional lands of the Wendat, Haudenosaunee, and Mississauga of the 

Credit First Nation, Church of the Redeemer stands at the crossroads, physical and 

virtual—of neighbourhoods and nations, of government, education, arts, culture, and 

commerce—in the heart of Toronto. 

From this place we seek to live into our identity as the body of Christ: living our faith, 

offering hope, and sharing love for God’s world. 
 

If you would like to stay up to date with our news and events, please feel free to 

subscribe to our eNewsletter by going to https://theredeemer.ca/post-17524.  

theredeemer.ca   

instagram.com/TheRedeemerTO  

facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO 
 

 

Presider: Steven Mackison 

 

Welcome  

 

Land Acknowledgement 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://theredeemer.ca/post-17524
http://theredeemer.ca/
http://facebook.com/TheRedeemerTO


Opening Hymn: #113 (SANC) “When Hands Reach Out Beyond Divides”   
 Led by Redeemer Music Team    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



✠ The Gathering of the Community Steven Mackison 
 

Priest:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

 and the love of God,   

 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  

 be with you all.  

All: And also with you. 

 

The Collect of the Day  Steven Mackison 
 

Priest:  God of love, 

  in your compassion you reach out to the lost and helpless. 

   Continue this work through us, 

   so that your reign of justice and peace may increase;  

  through Jesus Christ,  

  the Lord of the harvest.  

All: Amen.   

 

 ✠ Proclamation of the Word  
 

First Reading: Murray Bryant 
 

Reader:  A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent 

in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw 

them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. He said, 

"My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be 

brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, 

that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on-since you have come to 

your servant." So they said, "Do as you have said." And Abraham hastened into the tent to 

Sarah and said, "Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make 

cakes." Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the 

servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had 

prepared and set it before them, and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. They 

said to him, "Where is your wife Sarah?" And he said, "There, in the tent." Then one said, 

"I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son." 

 

 



And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were 

old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah 

laughed to herself, saying, "After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I be 

fruitful?" The Lord said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and say, 'Shall I indeed bear a 

child, now that I am old?' Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will 

return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son." But Sarah denied, saying, "I did 

not laugh," for she was afraid. He said, "Yes, you did laugh." The Lord dealt with Sarah as 

he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. Sarah conceived and bore 

Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to him.  Abraham gave 

the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac 

when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years 

old when his son Isaac was born to him. Now Sarah said, "God has brought laughter for 

me; everyone who hears will laugh with me." And she said, "Who would ever have said to 

Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age." 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.    Genesis 18.1-15, 21.1-7 

All: Thanks be to God. A moment of silence is observed 

 

Psalm 116.1-2, 12-19 (Plainsong) Led by Redeemer Music Team 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

I love you, O God, because you have heard the voice of my supplication,   * 

because you have inclined your ear to me whenever / I called upon you.  
  

How shall I repay you, O God,    * 

for all the good things / you have done for me? 
 

I will lift up the cup of salvation  * 

and call upon / your name, O God.  
  

I will fulfil my vows to you, O God, 

in the presence of / all your people. 
 

Precious in your sight, O God,   * 

is the death of your servants.  

 
  



O God, I am your servant; 

I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;   * 

you have freed me from my bonds. 
 

I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving   * 

and call upon your / name, O God.  
 

I will fulfil my vows to you, O God,   * 

in the presence of all your people. 
 

In the courts of God's house, 

in the midst of Jerusalem.    * 

-- / Hallelujah! 

 

Second Reading: Murray Bryant 
 

Reader:  A Reading from the First Letter from Small Man  

  to the Sacred Family in Village of Iron. 
 

This good standing we have brings peace with the 

Great Spirit. This peace comes from trusting in 

Creator Sets Free the Chosen One and what he has 

done for us. Our trust in him opens the way into 

Creator’s great kindness and is now the solid 

ground on which we stand. Now our boasting is in 

him, as we look forward to being the kind of people 

the Great Spirit created us to be, a people filled with 

his beauty and shining-greatness. But we must also 

find joy in our sufferings on his behalf. For we 

know that when the trail gets rough, we must walk 

with firm steps to reach the end. As we walk firmly 

in his footprints, we gain the strength of spirit that 

we need to stay true to the path. This gives us the 

hope we need to reach the end of the trail with 

honor. All of this is because of Creator’s great love 

that has been poured into our hearts by the Holy 

Spirit, who is his gift to us from above. When the 

time was right, while we were still weak human 

beings following our bad hearts and broken ways, 

the Chosen One died for us.  

Therefore, since we are justified 

by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have obtained 

access to this grace in which we 

stand, and we boast in our hope of 

sharing the glory of God. And not 

only that, but we also boast in our 

afflictions, knowing that affliction 

produces endurance, and 

endurance produces character, 

and character produces hope, and 

hope does not put us to shame, 

because God's love has been 

poured into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit that has been 

given to us. For while we were 

still weak, at the right time Christ 

died for the ungodly. 

 



 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.           Romans 5.1-8 

All: Thanks be to God. A moment of silence is observed 

 

Sequence Song: “El Dios de los Pobres” (Carlos Mejia Godoy) Led by Redeemer Music Team 

Vos sos el Dios de los pobres                              

El Dios humano y sencillo                                  

El Dios que suda en la calle                                

El Dios de rostro curtido                                    

Por eso es que te hablo yo                                            
Así como habla mi pueblo                                  

Porque sos el Dios obrero                                   

El Cristo trabajador  
                                      

Translation:  

You are the God of the Poor. The human and simple God. The God that sweats in the 

street. The God of the sunburnt face. And so I can talk to you. Like I talk to my people. 

Because you’re the worker God. Christ the labourer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is not easy to find someone who is willing to die 

for a good person, even though we might find 

someone with the courage to die for a very good 

person. But here is the way the Maker of Life 

proves how deep his love is for us: even when we 

were still following our bad hearts and broken 

ways, the Chosen One gave his life for us. 

 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for 

a righteous person- though 

perhaps for a good person 

someone might actually dare to 

die. But God proves his love for 

us in that while we still were 

sinners Christ died for us. 



The Gospel  Steven Mackison 
 

Priest:     The Lord be with you. 

All:   And also with you. 
 

Priest:  Gift from Creator Tells the Good Story of Creator Sets Free.  

All:   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Creator Sets Free (Jesus) continued to walk about 

and visit the villages. He taught in their gathering 

houses, helped people to understand about 

Creator’s good road, and healed people from 

every kind of sickness and disease. When he saw 

the great number of people needing help, he was 

moved in his spirit with great compassion for 

them. He knew they were pushed down with no 

one to help and scattered about like sheep 

without a shepherd to watch over them. So he 

said to the ones who walked the road with him, 

“There is a great harvest in front of us, but only a 

few to gather it in. Pray to the Great Spirit Chief 

of the harvest, so he will send out more helpers 

into the fields.” 

Creator Sets Free then gathered his twelve 

message bearers together to prepare them for this 

great harvest. He gave them authority over evil 

and unclean spirits, to force them out of people, 

and to heal all kinds of sickness and disease. 

Here are the names of the twelve that he chose to 

be his special message bearers: First there was 

One Who Hears (Simon), who was also called 

Stands on the Rock (Peter), and his brother 

Stands with Courage (Andrew). Then he chose 

He Takes Over (James) and his brother He Shows 

Goodwill (John), who are the sons of Gift of 

Creator (Zebedee). He also chose Friend of 

Horses (Philip) and Son of Ground Digger 

(Bartholomew) and Looks Like His Brother 

Then Jesus went about all the 

cities and villages, teaching in 

their synagogues and proclaiming 

the good news of the kingdom and 

curing every disease and every 

sickness. When he saw the crowds, 

he had compassion for them 

because they were harassed and 

helpless, like sheep without a 

shepherd. Then he said to his 

disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, 

but the laborers are few; therefore 

ask the Lord of the harvest to send 

out laborers into his harvest." 

Then Jesus summoned his twelve 

disciples and gave them authority 

over unclean spirits, to cast them 

out, and to cure every disease and 

every sickness. These are the 

names of the twelve apostles: first, 

Simon, also known as Peter, and 

his brother Andrew; James son of 

Zebedee and his brother John; 

Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas 

and Matthew the tax collector; 

James son of Alphaeus and 

Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean 

and Judas Iscariot, the one who 

betrayed him. These twelve Jesus 

sent out with the following 

instructions:  



(Thomas) along with Gift from Creator 

(Matthew), the tribal tax collector.  

Then he chose He Takes Charge (James), the son 

of First to Change (Alphaeus), along with Strong 

of Heart (Thaddaeus) and One Who Listens 

(Simon) the Firebrand (Zealot). And last of all, 

Speaks Well Of (Judas), also known as Village 

Man (Iscariot), who later betrayed him. Before 

Creator Sets Free sent out his twelve message 

bearers to represent him, he gave them these 

instructions: “It is not the time to go to the 

Outside Nations or to the villages of the people 

of High Place. Instead, go to your own people—

the lost sheep of the tribes of Wrestles with 

Creator. “This is what I want you to say to them: 

‘Creator’s good road from above is close. Reach 

out and take hold of it!’ Heal all who are sick, 

cleanse the ones with skin diseases. Raise the 

dead, and force evil spirits out of people. Give 

away the things I have given to you and ask no 

price for your service. Take no trading goods 

with you or coins for your money pouches. Take 

no traveling bundle, moccasins, or extra clothes 

to wear, not even a walking stick, because the 

ones who work hard in the harvest fields deserve 

to be fed and cared for. “Whenever you enter a 

camp or village, find an honorable person who 

will give you lodging. When you come to their 

dwelling, greet the family with respect. If they 

are people of honor, your greeting of peace will 

rest on them.  
 

But if no one in that village welcomes you or 

listens to your message, then go from there and 

shake the dust from your moccasins. The truth is, 

on the day when the fate of that village is 

decided, it will be worse for them than it was for 

Village of Bad Spirits and Village of Deep Fear. 

“Look and listen! I am sending you out like 

"Do not take a road leading to 

gentiles, and do not enter a 

Samaritan town, but go rather to 

the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel. As you go, proclaim the 

good news, 'The kingdom of 

heaven has come near.' Cure the 

sick; raise the dead; cleanse those 

with a skin disease; cast out 

demons. 

You received without payment; 

give without payment. 

Take no gold, or silver, or copper 

in your belts, no bag for your 

journey, or two tunics, or sandals, 

or a staff, for laborers deserve 

their food. 
 

Whatever town or village you 

enter, find out who in it is worthy, 

and stay there until you leave. 

As you enter the house, greet it. 

If the house is worthy, let your 

peace come upon it, but if it is not 

worthy, let your peace return to 

you. If anyone will not welcome 

you or listen to your words, shake 

off the dust from your feet as you 

leave that house or town. Truly I 

tell you, it will be more tolerable 

for the land of Sodom and 

Gomorrah on the day of judgment 

than for that town. "I am sending 

you out like sheep into the midst of 

wolves, so be wise as serpents and 

innocent as doves.  

 



sheep into a pack of wolves, so be as crafty as 

snakes but as harmless and gentle as doves.  

Look out for men with bad hearts, for they will 

bring you before their councils and whip you 

with leather straps in their gathering houses. You 

will also be dragged before government rulers 

and leaders—all because you are representing 

me—and in this way through you both the tribes 

of Wrestles with Creator and the People of Iron 

will hear my message.  

“When this happens, do not be afraid or worry 

about what you will say or how you will say it. 

When that time comes, you will be given the 

words to say. For it is not you who will speak, 

but the Spirit of your Father will speak through 

you. “Brother will betray brother and parents will 

betray their children, even putting them to death. 

Children will turn against their parents and have 

them killed. The time will come when all will 

hate you because you represent me and carry my 

name. But remember, it is the ones who never 

give up and make it to the end of the road who 

will be rescued and made whole. If they hunt you 

down in one village, leave there and go to the 

next one. I speak from my heart, the True Human 

Being will come before you finish going through 

all the villages in the land of the tribes of 

Wrestles with Creator. 
 

Beware of them, for they will hand 

you over to councils and flog you 

in their synagogues, and you will 

be dragged before governors and 

kings because of me, as a 

testimony to them and the gentiles. 

When they hand you over, do not 

worry about how you are to speak 

or what you are to say, for what 

you are to say will be given to you 

at that time, for it is not you who 

speak, but the Spirit of your 

Father speaking through you. 

Sibling will betray sibling to death 

and a father his child, and 

children will rise against parents 

and have them put to death, 

and you will be hated by all 

because of my name. But the one 

who endures to the end will be 

saved. When they persecute you in 

this town, flee to the next, for truly 

I tell you, you will not have 

finished going through all the 

towns of Israel before the Son of 

Man comes."  

 

Priest: The Gospel of Christ.           Matthew 9.35-10.23   

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily:  Suzanne Rumsey 
 

A moment of silence is observed. 

 

 



Prayers of the People  Elli Howard 

Leader:  Let us pray. Creator God, we come before you today along with our siblings 

around the world who offer hospitality, feed the hungry, and proclaim your love 

to all, friend and enemy. We lament that your church has not always been a 

place of welcome and hope.   
 

 A silence is observed. Please add your prayers silently or aloud. 

Leader:  Is anything too wonderful for you, our God? 

All:  Bring laughter to us once again.  

Leader:  Suffering Saviour, we bring before you the grief of your world. Those starving, 

ill, or injured because bombs continue to fall, those who have had houses 

destroyed, and those taken prisoner without cause. We pray for those homeless 

on our streets being harassed and facing violence as our city prepares for the 

world cup. We pray especially for young Natalie Abuddayeh, our sister in 

Christ, abducted and imprisoned this week in Israel. Along with her Bishop, 

Munther Isaac, and the Lutheran Evangelical Church of the Reformation in Beit 

Jala, we raise up prayers for her release. 

A silence is observed. Please add your prayers silently or aloud. 

Leader:  Is anything too wonderful for you, our God? 

All:  Bring laughter to us once again.  

Leader:  Comforting Spirit, we hold before you all those who are sick in body, mind or 

spirit. We lift up especially those suffering from Ebola, and ask for strength for 

the health care workers struggling to treat the ill. We ask for your comfort for 

those caring for the dying, and consolation for those who have lost loved ones. 
 

A silence is observed. Please add your prayers silently or aloud. 

Leader:  Is anything too wonderful for you, our God? 

All:  Bring laughter to us once again.  

Leader:  Joyous Creator, we lift our hearts in gratitude for all the ways that you surround 

us with beauty and joy and the many ways you bring into being the hopes we 

hardly dared to dream. We thank you for the sound of the birds, the cool breeze 

in the evening, and the small moments of laughter and hope that flash out each 

day. 
 

A silence is observed. Please add your prayers silently or aloud. 



Leader:  Nothing is too wonderful for you, O God, 

All:  For you have brought laughter to us once again. Amen. 

 

The Peace                           Steven Mackison 
 

Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All: And also with you. 

 

Offertory Song: #584 Common Praise) “The Church of Christ in Every Age” 
                                                           Led by Redeemer Music Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
The Lord’s Prayer    Steven Mackison 
 

Priest:  As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 



Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Giving and Receiving of Communion  Steven Mackison 
 

Priest: Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, 

 to receive Christ, in communion with the saints, 

 and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present with us now.  
 

For those of us participating at home, it is a strange experience to be invited to Communion 
– not through the physical bread and wine we can touch and taste –  

but a Spiritual Communion with the God who comes to meet us wherever we are. 
 

There are no special words or prayers for this, all the Church has ever thought necessary is genuine true 

desire, lively faith, and genuine love. Come honestly before God the way you know how. 
You may wish to pray quietly this prayer to help you: 

 

One: O Christ,  

I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  

I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. 

 I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.  

Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,  

come spiritually into my heart.  

Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace,  

Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. 

May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  

 

The Doxology  Steven Mackison 
 

Priest:  Glory to God, 

All:  whose power working in us  

 can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  

 Glory to God from generation to generation,  

 in the Church and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Concluding Hymn: #169 (SANC) “Sent Out in Jesus’ Name”  Led by Redeemer Music Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal           Steven Mackison 

Priest: Go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! 

All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Unless stated otherwise, all liturgical texts are excerpted from the Book of Alternative Services © 2004 by the General Synod of 
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Prayers of the People from Sylvia Keesmaat. 

Cover art is JESUS MAFA is a response to the New Testament readings from the Lectionary 
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 The Mission to the World, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.   
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If you spot any errors or omissions, or to find 

out more about our ministry areas, please 

contact us: office@theredeemer.ca 
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