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OUR VISION
Becoming the Body of Christ at the corner of Bloor & Avenue Road and beyond

Guided by commitment to our shared values, we seek to become the body of Christ, nurturing a lively faith, a
persistent hope, and an ever-expanding love for God’s world.

We seek to — open our doors and hearts, embracing all who seek a sacred space. We offer worship in many
forms, touching the hearts of those yearning for spiritual connection, in-person or online.

We seek to — listen deeply, hearing the stories of Jesus and of one another with open minds and hearts.
Through faithful questioning, reflection, and shared learning, we grow together in wisdom and grace.

We seek to — serve with generous hospitality, gathering at the table with our physical and spiritual hunger. We
walk alongside one another with compassion in the seasons and conditions of life, sharing our needs and
thanks.

We seek to — embody Jesus' teachings that all people are God's children, worthy of love, and that all of
creation is interconnected. Where structures or attitudes threaten or diminish, we advocate for justice, peace,
equity and ecological responsibility.

We seek to — reach out in-person and virtually to the world around us. We dare to love in word and action so
that others see something of God in their midst.

OUR VALUES

Compassion: meeting every soul with tenderness and dignity

Openness: welcoming questions, embracing differences, and following the movement of the Spirit
Respect: honouring each person's unique story and gifts, and the inherent worth of all Creation
Inclusion: making room for all to enter, find a place, and participate fully

Stewardship: nurturing respect for our resources and partnerships for long-term vitality
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Christ has no body now but ours, no hands, no feet on earth but ours.
Ours are the eyes with which he looks compassionately on this world. Ours are the feet with which he walks to do good.
Ours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.
Teresa of Avila (Adapted)



WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER!
Who We Are
We are followers of Jesus: children, young adults, families, and seniors who come from a variety of
backgrounds. We are long-time members and newcomers; people of deep faith and those still searching;
people shaped by many traditions—and sometimes seeking a deeper sense of faith and community. We are
not limited by ability, age, economic status, ethnicity, gender identity, personal history or sexual orientation.

Where We Stand

Dwelling on the traditional lands of the Wendat, Haudenosaunee, and Mississauga of the Credit First Nation,
Church of the Redeemer stands at the crossroads, physical and virtual—of neighbourhoods and nations, of
government, education, arts, culture, and commerce—in the heart of Toronto.

From this place we seek to live into our identity as the body of Christ: living our faith, offering hope, and
sharing love for God’s world.

If you would like to stay up to date with our news and events, please feel free to subscribe to our eNewsletter
by going to https://theredeemer.ca/post-17524.

Presider: Liska Stefko

Welcome

Land Acknowledgement
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"I Proclamation of the Word

Please be seated

First Reading:

Reader: A Reading from the Book of Genesis.

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there
for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under
his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a stairway set up on the
earth, the top of it reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and
descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and said, "I am the Lord, the God of
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and
to your offspring, and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread
abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and all the families of
the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will
keep you wherever you go and will bring you back to this land, for I will not leave you until
I have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, "Surely
the Lord is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid and said, "How
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven." So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his
head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel, but
the name of the city was Luz at the first.

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. Genesis 28.10-19a
All: Thanks be to God. A moment of silence is observed
Psalm 139 All sing refrain
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Safe in your hands, all cre - a - tion is made new.

Text: Based on Psalm 139 Bemadette Famell. b.1957. Tune: Bernadette Farrell. b.1957 © 1952, Bemadette Farrell. Published by OCP.

Jacob is on the
run, fleeing family
dynamics that he
created, when he
is given a
promise. This
promise of an
inheritance is tied
to being a
blessing for all
people. This call
to be a blessing
will shape the
rest of the story.

The Psalms
(pronounced
"sahms") are

a collection of
the joys, sorrows
and longings of
the ancient
people

of Israel. This
Psalm is intended
to be a word of
comfort for those
who feel as
though God has
abandoned them.



The
Sequence
Song (from
Latin
“sequentiae”,
meaning
“following”) is
a song that is
sung after the
second
reading and
before the
reading of the
Gospel.

A parable is a
short,
enigmatic
story,
designed to
challenge and
sometimes
provoke those
who are
listening to
Jesus. The
disciples find
parables hard
to understand,
even when
they are about
normal
agricultural
practices, and
even when
Jesus explains
them, as he
does here.
This parable
provides a
cautionary
teaching about
thinking we
can root out
evil without
destructive
consequences

Sequence Song: “You Gotta Serve Somebody” (Bob Dylan) All sing

You may be an ambassador to England or France
You may like to gamble, you might like to dance
You may be the heavyweight champion of the world
You may be a socialite with a long string of pearls
But you're gonna have to serve somebody

Yes indeed, you're gonna have to serve somebody
Well, it may be the Devil or it may be the Lord

But you're gonna have to serve somebody

You may be a construction worker, working on a home

You might be living in a mansion, you might live in a dome
You may own guns and you may even own tanks

You may be somebody's landlord, you may even own banks
But you're gonna have to serve somebody...

You might like to wear cotton, you might like to wear silk

You might like to drink whiskey, you might like to drink milk
You might like to eat caviar, you might like to eat bread

You may be sleeping on the floor, or sleeping in a king-size bed
But you're gonna have to serve somebody...

We turn and face the Gospel as it is processed to the midst of the gathered community.
We do this as a sign of respect and to symbolize that
its message is at the centre of our lives and its truth is always before our eyes.

The Gospel

Reader: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to
someone who sowed good seed in his field, but while everybody was asleep an enemy came
and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. So when the plants came up and
bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and
said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds
come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you
want us to go and gather them?' But he replied, 'No, for in gathering the weeds you would
uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn." Then he left the crowds and went into the
house. And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the
world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the
evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and
the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at
the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun
in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!



Reader:
All:

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43

Homily: Sylvia Keesmaat

A few moments of silence are observed.

Prayers of the People

Leader:
All:

Let us pray saying, enter our dreams, O Lord,
that we might see your presence here on the earth.

A silence is observed. Please add your prayers silently or aloud.

Leader: Creator God, we pray for your people the world over, all who are suffering and
imprisoned in occupied places, those who bring healing and hope to those injured
by war and violence, and all who seek to shelter the refugee and the homeless. We
give thanks for the motion of solidarity with Palestinian Christians passed by the

General Synod of the Church of England.

A silence is observed. Please add your prayers silently or aloud.

Enter our dreams, O Lord,
that we might see your presence here on the earth.

Leader:
All:

Leader: God of the fugitive Jacob, we pray for all those places where violence, earthquake,
flood and fire have created refugees with no place to lay their heads: Sudan,
Ukraine, Gaza, Lebanon, Iran, the United States, Venezuela, France, Spain,
Thailand, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. We pray for those engaged in rescue

operations, and for places to sleep where healing can come.

A silence is observed. Please add your prayers silently or aloud.

Enter our dreams, O Lord,
that we might see your presence here on the earth.

Leader:
All:

Leader: Suffering Saviour, we pray for all who are unjustly imprisoned and tortured,
especially those unjustly imprisoned in the United States, El Salvador, Honduras,
Belize, Guatemala, Ecuador, Liberia, Uganda, Russia, Israel, the United Kingdom,

and here in Canada. May their bonds be loosened and freedom come.

A silence is observed. Please add your prayers silently or aloud.

Leader: Enter our dreams, O Lord,
All: that we might see your presence here on the earth.

Leader: Creator of our inmost being, we pray for all who are suffering in body, mind or
spirit, especially for those deeply affected by the heat, both the housed and those
on the streets. We pray for relief. We pray for all who have died, and those

grieving the loss of those they loved. May they rest in your resurrection hope.

A silence is observed. Please add your prayers silently or aloud.

Enter our dreams, O Lord,
that we might see your presence here on the earth.

Leader:
All:

Leader: Spirit of new life, we are grateful for your presence. Even in the midst of sorrow
and loss, we see your love in the creation that surrounds us, the small interactions

that shape every day, and the community that surrounds us in this place.

The homily
(from

Greek homilia,
meaning
conversation)
or sermon,
gathers the
themes of the
readings and
articulates
what they
meant for its
audiences,
and what they
mean for us
today.

There is much
in our
personal lives,
our
community,
our church,
and in our
world that
weighs upon
us. In the
Prayers of the
People, we
offer to God
our cares and
concerns, our
joys and
hopes, using
the pauses to
name them
aloud or in our
hearts.



Jesus said to
his disciples,
“Peace | leave
with you; my
peace | give to
you.” In these
troubling
times, we
share his
peace with
each other
through a nod,
a handshake,
or by raising
our hand in
the peace
symbol.

As we sing the
Offertory
Song, we have
the opportunity
to worship
God by giving
from the
abundance of
what we have.
This is not
obligatory, but
is another way
of expressing
our love of
each other and
our
community,
and our
gratefulness
for all that God
has given us.

The Eucharist
(Greek for
thanksgiving),
also known as
Communion,
is a
sacramental
act of worship
where we
share the
bread and
wine. A
sacrament is
“an outward
and visible
sign of an
inward and
spiritual
grace.”

A silence is observed. Please add your prayers silently or aloud.

Leader: You have entered our dreams, O Lord,
All: and shown us your presence on the earth. Amen.
The Peace
Priest:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All: And also with you.
Offertory Hymn: #434 (Common Praise) “The Love of Jesus Calls Us” All sing
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Text: Herbert 0" Driscoll (1928-2024) €. Music: AURELIA. Sammmel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876).

X The Holy Eucharist
Prayer Over the Gifts

Priest:  Eternal God,

your word creates in us a yearning for your kingdom.

Receive all we offer you this day,

and keep us in your peace; for the sake of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.



The Great Thanksgiving
Priest: People:
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
Priest.  Holy God, Lover of creation,

we give you thanks and praise
for in the ocean of your steadfast love you bear us
and place the song of your Spirit in our hearts.

When we turn from your love and defile the earth,
you do not abandon us.

Your Spirit speaks through Huldah and Micah,
through prophets, sages, and saints in every age,
to confront our sin

and reveal the vision of your new creation.

Joining in the song of the universe we proclaim your glory singing:

Sanctus: #255 (LIFT)
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Music: Grayson Warren Brown (b.1948), 4 Mass jor a Soulful People. © 1979 North American Liturgy Resources, 10802 N. 23 Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85029. All Rights Reserved.

As we eat the
bread and
drink the wine,
God is present
to us and
reveals God’s
selftousin a
unique way. It
is a radically
open table to
which all
people are
invited and
welcome to
participate.

The Sanctus
(from the Latin
word “holy”) is
an ancient
hymn that is
always sung
during the
Eucharistic
Prayer. ltis
from Isaiah’s
description of
his vision of
the throne of
God, and from
Matthew’s
telling of the
people calling
out “Hosanna!”
when Jesus
entered
Jerusalem.



The
Eucharistic
Prayer today is
Supplemental
Prayer 1,
Anglican
Church of
Canada

Priest:

All:

Priest:

All:

Gracious God,

in the fullness of time you sent Jesus the Christ
to share our fragile humanity.

Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection
you open the path from brokenness to health,
from fear to trust, from pride and conceit

to reverence for you.

Rejected by a world

that could not bear the Gospel of life,

Jesus knew death was near.

His head anointed for burial

by an unknown woman,

Jesus gathered together those who loved him.
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it
and gave it to his friends,

saying, “Take and eat:

this 1s my body which is given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine,
gave you thanks,

and said “Drink this all of you,

this 1s my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many.
Whenever you drink it,

do this for the remembrance of me.”
And now we gather at this table

in response to his commandment,

to share the bread and cup of Christ’s undying love,
and to proclaim our faith.

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Breathe your Holy Spirit,

the wisdom of the universe,

upon these gifts that we bring to you:

this bread, this cup, ourselves, our souls and bodies,
that we may be signs of your love for all the world
and ministers of your transforming purpose.

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory is yours, Creator of all,

and we bless your holy name for ever.
Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

Priest: People:
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For the king-dom, the pow-er, and the glo-ry are yours, now and for ev-er. A -men.

MUSIC: McNeil Robmson € 1979, Theodore Pressey Co,

The Breaking of the Bread

Priest:  'We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All: We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

Priest:  The gifts of God for the People of God.
All: Thanks be to God.

Fraction Song: Love is Little (Shaker Song arr: K Siegfried)

Love is little, love is low,

love will make my spirit grow.
Grow in peace, grow in light,
love will do the thing that’s right.

The Giving and Receiving of Communion

Priest:  Dear friends,
I invite you in this moment,
wherever you may be, to receive Christ,
in communion with the saints,
and the gathering of God’s people,
unseen and yet present with us now.

When asked
by his
disciples how
to pray, Jesus
gave them
these simple
words which
we refer to as
“The Lord’s
Prayer.” Found
in both
Matthew and
Luke, this
prayer
captures the
essence of our
relationship
with God and
with one
another.

The Fraction
Song (from the
Latin “fractio”
meaning “to
break”) is a
song sung
during the
Eucharist
when the
priest breaks
the
consecrated
bread.



Jesus' life
given for
others inspires
us to see our
own lives as a
gift to be
shared. The
resurrection
affirms that in
letting go of
what we are
afraid to lose,
we are
transformed
and made
new.

For those of us participating at home, it is a strange experience to be invited to Communion
— not through the physical bread and wine we can touch and taste —
but a Spiritual Communion with the God who comes to meet us wherever we are.

There are no special words or prayers for this, all the Church has ever thought necessary is genuine true
desire, lively faith, and genuine love. Come honestly before God the way you know how. You may wish to
pray quietly this prayer to help you:

One: O Christ, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.
I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection.

I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.

Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,

come spiritually into my heart.

Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus,

and let me never be separated from you.

May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

The Communion
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All in the church are invited to come forward to receive communion. Please see the
youth communion ministers on either side of the priests if you need a gluten-free wafer.
If you would like to receive a blessing rather than communion, please cross your arms
as shown in the picture and the clergy will be pleased to offer you a blessing.

Intinction is the practice of dipping the bread or wafer into the wine when receiving
\,'r/ N, communion. This practice is not allowed in churches in the Diocese of Toronto,
£ ] including the Church of the Redeemer, for health and safety reasons.

Communion Hymn: #69 (Common Praise) “We Who Live by Sound and Symbol”  A4ll sing
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2. Not just once with spe -cial peo-ple, not just hid - den deep 1In  time,
3. God, our Mak - er, send your Spir - it  to per-vade the bread we break.
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he let thoughttake flesh in ac-tion; he let faith take root in food.

yet in  faith, which seems like fol - ly, we meet Je - sus Christ our Lord.

give us grace in  this and all things to dis-cern the hand of heaven.

Text: Graham Maule (1958-2019), © 1959 WGRG The Jona Commumity (Scotland). Used by permission of GL4 Publications, Inc., exclusive agent.
Music: CHARTRES. Melody French trad.; harm. George Black (1931-2003) ©.



Motet: “Angel Band” (william Bradbury)

My latest sun is sinking fast, My race is nearly run;

My strongest trials now are past, My triumph is begun.

O, come, angel band, Come and around me stand;

Oh bear me away on your snowy wings To my eternal home.

I know I'm near the holy ranks Of friends and kindred dear
I hear the waves on Jordan's banks, The crossing must be near.
O, come, angel band...

I've almost reached my heavenly home, My spirit loudly sings;
Thy holy ones, behold, they come! I hear the noise of wings.
O, come, angel band...

Oh, bear my longing heart to him, Who bled and died for me;
Whose blood now cleanses from all sin, And gives me victory.
O, come, angel band...

Prayer after Communion

Priest:  Living God,

in this sacrament

we have shared in your eternal kingdom.

May we who taste this mystery

forever serve you in faith, hope and love.

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
All: Amen.

The Doxology

Priest:  Glory to God,

All: whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God

from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus
for ever and ever. Amen.

Announcements

All sing bolded text

Please rise as you are able

Motet (from
the Latin
“motectum”)
means
“movement”
and refers to
the movement
of the voices in
this form of
vocal
composition.

The Doxology
(from the
Greek
“doxalogia”
meaning
“words of
glory”) is our
closing prayer.
We say this to,
for, and with
one another, to
proclaim that
worshipping
God together
has made a
difference in
our lives.”



In the
Dismissal
(from the Latin
"dimittere"
meaning "to
send away”)
we are
charged to go
out beyond
the four walls
of the church
to serve the
Lord in a
world that
desperately
needs God’s
peace and
love.

Concluding Hymn: #690 (Gather) “We Are Chosen” All rise and sing

A s Refrain

T pm—

e

We are called. we are cho-sen. We are Christ for one another. We are
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prom-ised to tomor-row, while we are for him to-day. We are
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sign, we are won-der. We are SOW -€r, we are  seed. We are
E iu |_— - T~ I IE [— Il |
:@Fb—ﬁ—i" = T — ! ' ' ! . - —
g | T 1 = HE——p - - i :J! ‘ —l
P
har-vest, we are  hun-ger. We are ques-tion, we are creed.
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1. Then where can we stand jus - ti-fied? In  what can we be
2. Then how are we to stand at all, this world of bend - ed
3. Then shall we not stand emp - ty at  the al - tar of our
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liecve? In no one else but Christ who suffered, noth - ing
knee? In noth - ing  more than bar - ren shad-ows. No  one
dreams? When Christ prom -ised us  our - selves. Who mark
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more than Christ who rose. Who was jus - tice for  the poor.
else  but Christ could save us. Who was jus - tice for  the poor.
time a - gainst to - mor- row. Who are jus - tice for  the poor.
r— T - Y T ! ¥ i 1 1 ]
— L - ' [ e — * - |
v Who was  rage a - gainst the night. Who was
Who was  rage a - gainst the night. Who was
Who  was rage a - gainst the night. Who  was
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hope for peace - ful peo - ple. Who was light
hope for peace - ful peo ple. Who was light.
hope for peace - ful peo - ple. Who was light.

Taxt: Tom Comry, &.1931, & 1978, New Damn Music. Texs: Tom Conry, b 1251, & 1978 New Deam Music; acc. by Robect 1. Batastzd, b. 1542, & 1994, GIA Publicaticns, Inc.

Dismissal

Leader: Letus go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia!
All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



FURTHER CREDITS FOR THIS BULLETIN

Unless stated otherwise, all liturgical texts are excerpted from the Book of Alternative Services © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of
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The Sower (Le_semeur) - _James Tissot - overall.jpg.

WORSHIP WITH US

Sunday July 19 (Proper 16A)

4:00 PM - Be Still (in the Church and through YouTube)
8:00 PM — Compline (on Zoom only)
Wednesday July 22
12:00 PM - Mid-week Eucharist (in the Church)

Sunday July 26 (Proper 17A)
9:00 AM - Spiritual Communion (on Zoom only)
10:30 AM — Holy Eucharist (in the Church and through YouTube)
4:00 PM — Be Still (in the Church and through YouTube)
8:00 PM — Compline (on Zoom only)
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