
 

Season of Creation 

Year A 

Sunday 13 September 

FIRST READING 

Ezekiel 47.1-12 

 

Reader:  A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel 
 

 

Then the man brought me back to the entrance of the 

temple; there water was flowing from below the entryway 

of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east), 

and the water was flowing down from below the south 

side of the temple, south of the altar. Then he brought me 

out by way of the north gate and led me around on the 

outside to the outer gate that faces toward the east, and 

the water was trickling out on the south side. 

Going on eastward with a cord in his hand, the man 

measured one thousand cubits and then led me through 

the water, and it was ankle-deep. Again he measured one 

thousand and led me through the water, and it was knee-

deep. Again he measured one thousand and led me 

through the water, and it was up to the waist. Again he 

measured one thousand, and it was a river that I could not 

cross, for the water had risen; it was deep enough to swim 



 

in, a river that could not be crossed. He said to me, 

“Mortal, have you seen this?” 

Then he led me back along the bank of the river. As I came 

back, I saw on the bank of the river a great many trees on 

the one side and on the other. He said to me, “This water 

flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the 

Arabah, and when it enters the sea, the sea of stagnant 

waters, the water will become fresh. Wherever the river 

goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there 

will be very many fish once these waters reach there. It 

will become fresh, and everything will live where the river 

goes. People will stand fishing beside the sea from En-gedi 

to En-eglaim; it will be a place for the spreading of nets; its 

fish will be of a great many kinds, like the fish of the Great 

Sea. But its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; 

they are to be left for salt. On the banks, on both sides of 

the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their 

leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they will bear 

fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows 

from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food and their 

leaves for healing.” 

 

Reader:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  

All:       Thanks be to God. 
  



 

SECOND READING 
Creation and the Cross 

 

Reader:  An excerpt from Creation and the Cross by 

Elizabeth Johnson 

 

Calvary graphically shows that the God of suffering love 

abides in solidarity with all creatures, bearing the cost of 

new life through endless millennia of evolution, from the 

extinction of whole species to, yes, every sparrow that falls 

to the ground. The Creator of all flesh is silently present 

with creatures in their pain and dying. The cross signals 

that God is present in the midst of anguish, bearing every 

creature and all creation forward with an unimaginable 

promise. 

 
  



 

GOSPEL 
John 19.31-37 

 

Reader:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Reader:  He Shows Goodwill Tells the Good Story. 

People:  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Soon the sun would set and a special Day of Resting 

would begin, when no work could be done. It was time to 

prepare for this day, so the Tribal Members asked Spear 

of the Great Waters to have the legs of the men on the 

crosses broken, which would make them die sooner. Then 

they could take the bodies down and prepare them for 

burial. The soldiers came and broke the legs of the two 

men on each side of Creator Sets Free. When they came to 

him, they saw he was already dead. Instead of breaking 

his legs, one of the soldiers took a spear and pierced his 

side. Blood and water flowed out from the wound. 
 

The one who saw these things with his own eyes is telling 

the truth about this – so that all will believe. This was 

foretold in the ancient Sacred Teachings that say, “Not one 

of his bones was broken,” and, “They will look upon the 

one they have pierced.” 
 

Reader: The Gospel of Christ.  

People:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 


